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INTBODUOTION. 

TJ16 Blbl6 is a name given to the Hol^ Scrip* 
Hires by way of pre-eminence Srom the Greek Biblos = 
the book. It is comprised in the Old Testament and 
the New Testament : the former, containing 89 books, 
was written in Hebrew, with the exception of Ezra, 
Nehemiah, and Daniel, which were in Chaldaic; the 
New Testament, comprising 27 books, was written in 
Greek. 

The Septnagint (Greek) or Alexan- 
drian Version. 

The books of the Old Testament were, at the in- 
stance of Ptolemy Philadelphus, King of Egypt, trans- 
lated into Greek B.C. 286, for the benefit of the Jews 
who, in vast numbers, were dwelling in E^ypt, and were 
familiar with the Greek tongue only. It is said to have 
been composed by 72 elders (6 from each tribe), whence 
the name, in round numbers, of the Septuagint, from 
geptuaginta = seventy. 

KOTB I.— The real state of the case appeazB to be, that the fiye 
boolm of Moses were translated from Hebrew into Greek in the time 
of Ptolemy Philadelphns, about B.C. 280, ytob8.bV3 \ys ^«^\R«aM*». 
and jndlcions men, and afterwards &ipiEf<a^^ ^^ "^1 ^^*^ *^^°^^SS^*. 
SoDbedrin. From the varions Btytea iadicBtedL ^ ^'^.•^SjS^^ 

cf Oie Septuagint, they were doaY>U«»\st«iMaaX»\«^ «ffissc»Bc^ 

»nd tjj diflierent persons. 
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Note II.— The Septuagint veralon, which is the meet ttdent 
extant, and from which many of the ancient veraiona have been 
derived, ia certainly the moat interesting and important, and was 
the one in oae in the time of omr Savionr. 

Note IIL— AriateBoa, and aome of the Christian fathers, relate 
ttiat it was made by aeventy-two elders at the command of Ptolemy 
Philaddphiis ; that these were confined in separate cells in the 
island of Pharos ; that these were so particolarly inspired by God 
that every speoles of error was prevented ; so that, when the seventy- 
two copies were oompared together, they were found to be precisely 
the same. This idea has, however, been rejected. 

The Vulgate (Latm). 

This 10 derived from the Latin word vul^ata = common, 
and was executed by Jerome, at the request and under 
the patronage of Pope Damasus, a.b. 884. This version 
was an ancient Latin one of the Septuagint and Greek 
New Testament. The Vulgate was introduced by de- 
grees into the Church, for fear of offending weak persons ; 
received the approbation of Pope Gregory L ; has been 
exclusively adopted by the Romish Church since the 
7th century; and wns at length pronounced authentic 
by the Council of Trent in the 10th century. — See also 
NichfM Help, pt. L ch. 1. 

English Translations. 

(1) Wickliffe's, about 1380-90. 

(2) Tyndale's. This was the first printed translation. 

It was a translation of the New Testament 
only, published in 1520-30. 

(3) Miles Coverdale*s, 1635. This was printed in 

Germany and dedicated to Henry VIIL, who 
ordered a copy to be placed in every church in 
the kingdom, and that it should be open for 
the perusal of all. 

(4) Matthewe's Bible, 1537. This was another and 

revised edition of Tyndale's, by Ooverdale and 
John Rogers. It was published in 1537 under 
the name of Thomas Matthewe— hence its 
name. 

(5) Cranmer's Great Bible, 1539. Matthewe's Bible 

was revised by Cranmer and Coverdale, and 
printed in London in 1539. T\iftT€> ^et^ ^^etal 
editiona of it ; the one m 1M», ^^^ ^>Ktf2tt. 
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Cranmer wrote a prefiEice, showing that * Scrip- 
tures should be had and read by the lay and 
vulgar people/ is known by the name of Cran- 
mers Great Bible. 

(6) Tavemer's Bible. Thi» was not a new version, 

but a correction o( Matthewe's (1539). 

(7) The Geneva Bible, 1660. The EngUsh Re- 

formers who had fled to Geneva during Mary's 
reign, published first the New Testament in 
1657, and in 1660 the entire Scriptures. This 
was the first English Bible printed with the 
Roman letter; previous editions had been in 
the GK>thic or Black letter. 

(8) Parker's, or the Bishops' Bible, 1568. This re- 

ceived its name from several bishops having 
been employed in its translation by Parker, 
Archbishop of Canterbury. This was the first 
English version that was divided into chapters 
and verses. 

The Authorised Version, 1607-11. 

It Lb called by this name from having been translated 
from the original languages, and appointed to be read in 
churches by special command or authorisation of King 
James I. — See also NichoW Help, pt. I. chap. 4, for 
^ Short Aeeaunt of English Translations,^ 

Note I.— King James L, at the Hampton Court Conference in 
1603, and at the request of Dr. Beynolds of Christ Church, Oxford, 
ordered a new translation to be made, aa several objections were 
raised against the Bishops' Bible. Forty-seven persons were em- 
ployed upon it, and met in companies in different places (Cam- 
bridge, Oxford, and Westminster), having their respective tasks 
assigned them. The whole was revised by a conmiittee of twelve 
persons, two from each company. The ultimate revision was made 
by Dr. Smith, afterwards Bishop of Gloucester, by whom ths 
'Preface' was written; and by Dr. Bilson, Bishop of Win- 
chester. 

NoTB II.— Certain words in the authorised version of the English 
Bible are printed in italics, to show that these words have been 
inserted to elucidate or improve the sense, and were not in the 
original text, whether Hebrew, Chaldaic, or Greek. Greater stress 
or emphasis, therefore, must not be laid upon such words, as is 
the case with it^cised words in ordinary or general reading. 

Divisions of the OVi 'l^^Xass^^scis.. 

The books of the Old Teatam^ii^. «t^ ^vtv\^^>^^ Vs<x^ 
classes : 
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(n The Books of the Law, or Pentateuch. 

f 2) The Historical Books, from Joshua to Esther. 

(8) Hagioffrapha (=Holy Writings), from Job to Song 

of Solomon. 
(4) The Prophetical Books. 

(a) The Greater or Major prophets, from Isaiah to 

Daniel, including Lamentations. 

(b) The Lesser or Minor prophets, from Hosea to 

MalachL 

The Pentateuch. 

This is derived from the Greek petUe = five, and 
teuchoa = a volume. It comprises Genesis, Exodus, 
Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy ; and the history 
contained in it extends from the Creation, b.c. 4004, to 
the death of Moses, b.o. 1451, a period of 2553 years. 

It may be divided into three sections, viz. : 

(1) History of the Creation and Deluge, and the pre- 

Abrahamic generations. 

(2) History of the Jews as a Nomad family, their 

Satriarchal state, Egyptian slavery, and wan- 
erings. 

(3) The Mosaic Ritual. 



GENESIS. 



Origin of Name.— Period com- 



prised. 



This book is the first of tlie Mosaic writings, and 
takes its name from the Greek word geneds = a birth ; as 
beinff the book describing the generation and production 
of aU thin^. 

It contams the history of the world for a period of 
2369 years^ viz. from the Creation, b.o. 4004| to the 
death of Joseph, b.c. 1635. 

Principal Events. 

The Creation. 

The Fall of Man. 

The history of Adam and his descendants. 

The Delude, and histoiy of Noah's descendants. 

The building of Babel, and consequence. 

The lives of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph. 

The Creation, B.C. 4004 (Oen. i.). 

The Creation employed six successive days. On the 
1st day was createa light ; 
2nd day, the firmament ; 
8rd day, the land separated from the water and made 

fruitful ; 
4th day, the sun, moon, and stars ; 
5th day, fishes and birds ; 
6th day, animals and man. 

NoTB.— It is generally admitted that the term * dag* here has a 
figarative meaning, and that the phrase tix day may be nnderstood 
to indicate the order and progress of creation rather than the Utne 
it occupied. We learn, from various parts of the saored writings, 
tbat Hnif. was not a necessary ingredient in the work of creation ; 
e.g. 'He spake, and they were made; He commanded, and they 
were brought forth.' This and similar phrases express the fact thsx. 
with the act of will on the port ol \Jaft Cjt«^\ot,\iai^^se«^v^^«^!J^ 
started into being. SttlcUy Bpo«K!tCk%,\X»^wjr3 N8«».^ ^eps^kob. « 
pr<«reaBion seems lepfngoaxit to tYkaib cl ^sce^cnvv,^ vsosiu "Cbs^mso^ 
Nora II.— From Geo. V. W,aa<a ^o\>aa. wKBfV«» ^ 
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prodnoed lUtm and birds ; bat the sentenoe, * Let fhe waters faring 
forth . . the xnoying cxetAxae . . . and fowl that may fly abcyve 
the earth,* is better nndemtood from the marginal reading, * Mfowl 
fly above the earth ;* is more conformable to mo original, and xeoon- 
ciles this passage with Gen. ii. 19. The word/i>w/, from tiie Saacon 
,0eo», to fly, exactly oorresponds with tba original, which denotei 
everything that flies, whether bird or iaaecL—Bagster, 

Plurality of Persons at the Crea- 
tion. 

The expressions tu and our in Gten, i. 26, eyidentlj 
imply a pluraliiy of persons in the Godhead. 

* And for this cause the Lord was content to suffer for 
our souls^ although he he the Lord of the whole earth ; 
to whom God said hefore the heginning of the world, 
^'let us meke man/' ' &c. — St, Barnabas. 

* This is the language of God to his Word and only 
Begotten, as all the faithful believe.' — £piphamusy Bishop 
of SalamiSf died a.d. 403. 

^ Who was He to whom God said, *' Let tts make man ? '' 
Who else hut He, the Wonderful Counsellor, . . . the 
only-begotten Son of God, the equal to the Father in 
essence, by whom all things were made P To Him it 
was said, ^' Let unmake man." ' — Chn/sostom, Bishop of 
Constantinople^ died a.d. 407. 

A similar use of the p^tiro/ pronoun occurs in Gen. iii. 
22 ; xi. 7 ; Isa. yi. 8. 

Sabbath and Marriage institated 

(Gen. u.). 

In the innocence of our first parents, the two ordi- 
nances of the sabbath and of marriage were instituted. 
The sabbath is ' a type of the rest we shaU have when 
we have done our work faithfully, and left none undone.' 
{Bishop Patrick.) Marriage is thus stamped as a re- 
ligious contract, and is a type of the mystical union of 
Christ with his Church. 



First Promise 
of a Saviour. 

^I will put enmity be- 
tvreen tbee and the wo- 



Fnlfilment. 



<When the fulness of 
tame waa coTaft> Qi^ ^"oX 



GENESIS. 



forth his Son, made of a 
woman/ Gal. iv. 4. 

' The God of peace shall 
bruise Satan under ^our 
feet shortly.' Rom. xvi. 20. 



man, and between thj seed 
and her seed ; it shall 
bruise thy head, and thou 
shalt bruise his heel.' Gen. 
iii. 15. 

This is the Jirst prophecy 
mentioned in Scripture. 

B^ the ^ seed of the woman ' is meant the Lord Jesus 
Chnst, the Son of God, bom of a Virgin. 

By ' bruising the serpents head ' is meant that Christ 
would destroy the works and power of the Devil. 

By the ' serpent bruising his heel ' is implied that the 
Redeemer should suffer from the malignity of Satan. 

Traces of the Fall of Man. 

Distinct traces of this nrimitive history are found in 
various traditions, both Oriental and Western. In a 
Hindoo legend, Krishnu, an imaginary incarnation of 
Dei^, is represented as struggling with a serpent and 
treading on its head. The Persian doctrine contained in 
the Zendavesta speaks of Ahriman, the evil one^ as de- 
ceiving the creatures of Ormuzd, the benevolent creator, 
by means of fruit, the eating of which rendered them 
subject to misery and death. In the Northern mytho- 
logy, Thor, son of the supreme, is set forth as having 
engaged in a victorious contest with the great serpent, 
the monster Death. — JUddle^s Scripture History, 

Adam a type of Christ. 

(1) The /Jr«< Adam was 
the original of our natural 
and earQdy being. 



(2) By the firi^ Adam, 
sm came into tiie world. 



(1) The second Adam 
(Christ) is the original of 
our spiritual and heavenly 
being. 

(2) By Christ, the «0- 
coit<i Adam, came righteous-' 



ness. 



Religion of Adam. 

Before the Fall, or during the IKspeMflfcww^ cs^ lv»ft- 
oencA obedience to the on© -ctwse^^. ^"^ ^^Swsisssi% ^bs^ 
the Tree of Knowledge wea wvx«t«^ ^^"^ ''^^^ ^ 
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Pally the exercise of repentance was added, besides a 
reliance on God's mercy, and a belief in the promise of 
a Redeemer. Sacrifices were also required to typfy the 
atonement necessary for man's transgression. This is 
called the Adamic tHapen&ation, 



Cain bom B.C. 4003 (Gen. iy. i). 
Cain's posterity (Gen. iv. 17-22). 

1. CAIN (B.O. 4003). 

3. Enoch (b.c. 3875). 
Cain caUed the first city he built after this 
Bon Enoch. 

8. Irad. 

4. MSHUJAEL. 

5. Kkthubael. 

I 

6. Lamboh. 
The first to transgress the institation of matrimony 
by taUng two wives. 



By Ist wife, Adah. 



By 2nd wife, Zillah. 



7. Jabal. 
The father of 
tent -making 
and cattle 
graziers ; Le. 
the first of 
those who, 
like the Be- 
douin Arabs, 
live under 
tents and lead 
a pastoral 
lifg. 



8. JUBAL. 

The inventor of musi- 
cal instruments (organ 
s Pandean pipes) . From 
this Jubal not impro- 
bably came Jobel. the 
trumpet of Jobel or 
Jubilee, used in pro- 
claiming liberty at the 
year of Jubilee. (Joee- 
phus, Antiq. lib. i. cap. 
2, note.) See also '77^ 



9. TUBAI^CAIN. 

The inventor of 
the art of forg- 
ing and melting 
metals, and fa- 
shioning instru- 
ments in brass 
andiron. 



10. Naailah. 
Believed to 
have disco- 
vered the art 
of spinning 
wool, &c. 



Year of JvJbilety p. 41. 

Note I.— Care should be taken to distinguish between 2 and 6 of 
Cain's posterity, and 5 and 7 of the descendants of Seth.— See 
below, 'SetKi Posterity * 

NoTB II.— With regard to Lamech's poetical address to his wives 
(Gen. iv. 23, 24) there is some obscurity. Bishop Lowth says : * This 
is an apology of Lamech for a homicide committed in defending 
Mmself against a man who had attacked him with open violence ; 
and he opposes such a homicide, committed under the influence of 
justifiable self-defence, to the wilful and inexcusable fratricide of 
Clain.* — Calmet, art. ' Lamech* 

Setb bom, B.C. 3874 (Gea.^.«^. 
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Seih's posterity (Gen. v.). 

Only eight are mentioned in Scripture. 



SETH (3874—2962). 
1. Bnos (3769—2864). 
3. Gainan (3679—2769). 
8. Mahatmlkkt. (3609—2714). 

4. Jared (3544^2683). 

5. Enoch (8382—3017). 

As a reward for his faith he was translated to heaven 

without dying, thns proving a future state and the 

immortality of the soul. 

6. Mbthtiselah (3317—2348). 
Noted as being the oldest person who ever lived, being 
969 years old when he died. He lived 243 years during 
Adam's lifetime, and with Noah for 600 years. 

7. Lambch (3130—2858). 
Predicted the blessing that should come on the earth 
after having lain so long under a curse for Adam's 
sin (Qen. v. 29). 

8. NOAH (2948—1998). 

NoTB. — ^Reference is made to Enoch in the New Testament in 
Hebrews ad. 6 : * By faith Enoch was translated that he should not 
see death,' &c. St. Jude also says that he prophesied, saying (Jude 
14, 15), ' Behold the Lord cometh with ten thousand of his saints, to 
execute judgment,' &c. It is supposed that the Apostle obtained 
this passage from some book extant in his time, and which was 
Attributed to Enoch. The ancient fathers, however, were divided 
in their opinion as to its authenticity.— See in (I!almet, under 
'Enoch: 

The Deluge, B.C. 2349-8 (Noah eoo 

years old). 

Dimensions of the Ark (Gen. vi. 15). 

Length, 800 cubits = (about) 660 feet 
Breadth, 60 „ = „ 92 feet 
Height, 30 „ = „ 56 feet 

From these dimensions it is computed to have been 
81,062 tons burthen, sufficiently large to contain the 
persons and all animals that "wer^ ^\3A. m \k..^^S&i.^«s^c' 
cient food for more than. Vw^Vj^ TciaolOQa* ^^^ 

J^ects of the Dc%e.— Oiv«> oi >3Ji^ ^^"^ ^^^k^*s^>«. 
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effects of the Deluge was the rapid decrease in the dura- 
tion of human life. The ten antediluvian patriav^ 
livedo on an averaffe, 860 years each, while their imme- 
diate successors did not exceed 329.— WhU^e Uwhertal 
HitUny, 

NoTK I.— In Gen. vii. 11, by * tht /ou$Uahu of the great deep' is 
meant that vwt abyss of waters which philosophers, with good 
reason, suppose is formed in ttie centre of the earth ; and by open- 
ing the ' w^idowt ^keanen * maj be ondersfcood the precipitating of 
all the aqnaoas Tapours which wore suspended in the atmosphere. 

NOTS IL— Ia Gen. riL 19, it is stated that ' all the high hUls that 
were trnder Me ithoU heanen were covered^' and the tmth of this 
important tact is shown t^ evidence subsisting to the present day. 
Tbe Ufi^Mtt fiminencfls of the earth— the Alps, the Ai)ennines, 
Pyrenees, Idbanus, Atlas, and Ararat— every mountain of every 
regiim under heaven where search has been made, all conspire in 
one uniform, universal proof, that they aU had the sea spread over 
their highest summits ; being found to contain shells, skeletons of 
fish, and sea monsters of every kind. Again, the most incontestable 
evidence has been afforded of the univertaUty of the Deluge. The 
moose-deer, a native of Amexica, has been found buried in Ireland ; 
elephants, natives of Asia and Africa, in the midst of England ; 
crocodiles, natives of the Nile, in the heart of Germany ; and shell- 
fish never known in any but the American seas, with the entire 
skeletons of whales, in the most inland counties of Bngland. 

NOTB m.— After the Deluge Noah became a husbandman, and 
seems to have been the first who planted a vineyard, invented wine- 
presses, and made wine. 

Noah's Prophecy, B.C. 2347 (Gen. ix. 

25-27). 

' Cursed be Canaan ; a In respect of Ham's pos- 
servant of servants shall teriiy, the Egyptians were 
he be to his brethren.' afflicted with plagues \ the 

land of Canaan (800 years 
after) was conquered by 
Joshua ; their t^res^ con- 
dition in Africa we now 
know. 

That is, he and his 
Church shall dwell in the 
tents of Shem ; from him 
should spring the Messiah, 
and the worship of the true 
God should m preserved 
among the posterity of 
Shem *, the Jews being his 
postenty. 



< Blessed be the Lord 
God of Shem; and Car 
naan shall be his servant.' 



1 
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'God shall enlarge Ja- 
pheth, and he shall dwell 
in the tents of Shem ; and 
Canaan shall be his ser- 
vant.' 



This has been fulfilled in 
the vast territory possessed 
by him, all the isles and 
countries westward; and 
when the Greeks, and after 
them the Romans, subdued 
Asia and AMca, they then 
occupied the dwellings of 
Shem. 



NoTB I. — * It is a popular enat to snppoee that ail the Africans, 
as desoendants of Ham, were made subject to the curse of servitude 
pranonnoed up(ni Canaan. That curse extended to cmly one branch 
of Ham's family, the Canaanites ; and it was inflicted when that 
people was subdued by the Israelites, and when the settlers on the 
northern coast of AMca were brought under the power of the 
Romans.'— JUdd/c** 8erq>ture History. 

Note II.— Noah lived 350 years after the Deluge, dying, at the 
age of 950 yean, B.0. 1998. 

Note III. — The Ark is a type or figure of onr salvation by 
Jesus Ohiist. He is our only Ark, the only means of our salvation ; 
and if we can but enter in, we shall be safe. 



&. 






Descendants of Noah (Gen. z.). 



NOAH. 



Japhkth 
(Europe, N. Asia, Asia 
Minor, and America). 



8hsm 
(Oentral Asia). 



t 3 



A 



■s n 8 




Sh S II §1 SS 



i5 8 A 1 




jAPHirrH. 



V 

Sheu. 



Ham 

(Africa and parts 

of Asia). 




NanL—G» under « Ebvr* In ♦ PosKrUy oj NooK tKrw^ afc«»: v^ 
ibrewm : and for * TahmuuliUm.'' TmAn « AlMraaC% Po«S«rv^« 



EebrtmB ; Bad tot* /sftiiMwIttes* uadcK ^ AVromC 



2 SALIENT POINTS OP SCBIPTUEE HISTOET. 

Building of Babel, B.C. 2233 (Gen. xL). 

NoTB I.— Dismissing the idea that tiiey meant to boild a tower as 
a refuse from an inundation, which they must have known woukl 
wash ft away, we see in their city, witii its lofty citadel, the first 

attempt to establish a great universal empire Of the 

religitnis aspect of the movement we are told no more than what is 
implied in the impiety of the design ; but there is ground for tracing 
in it a positive form of idolatry. The towers of Chaldaea, of the 
same type as that of Babel, seem always to have been temples ; and 
their peculiar construction was adapted to that early form of 
idolatiy called Sabeeism, or worship of the heav^dy bodies. The 
earliest traditions represent Nimrod as an idolatn. Perhaps the 
temple was the first p«trt of the design, and the city grew up around 
It.—Smith's HistoTTfoflhe World. 

The building of the Tower of Babel is supposed to have given 
rise to the pagan f aUe of the giants attempting to scale heaven. — 
Staekhouse. 

Note II.— Near the site of Babd afterwwds arose the city of 
Bal^lon. 

Note III.— The kingdom of Babel was founded by UTtmrod, * a 
mighty hunter before the Lord,' about 120 years after the Deluge. 
He probably instigated the building of the Tower of BabeL This 
was the fourth generation since the Deluge ; thus- 

Noah. 

Hau. 

I 

CUSH. 

I 

NZMBOD. 

Nc/TB lY.— From this Babel, or Babylon. Nimrod appears to have 
extended hte conquests to Nineveh and other places, thus founding 
the first Asqrrian empire, which is generally thought to have ended 
with Sardanapalus, B.0. 825. 

NoTB y.— The date at which the idolatrous worship of the 
heavenly bodies was introduced is placed in the early period of this 
first Assyrian empire, having most likely been Introduced by 
Nimrod himself. 

Ncyrs YL— Herodotus informs us tbat the Tower of Babd was a 
furlong, or 660 feet, in length and breadth ; and according to Strabo 
(a celebrated Greek geographer, who flourished about 40 B.C.), it 
rose to the same altitude. It was of a pyramidlcal form, consisting 
of eight square towers, gradually decreasing in breadth, with a 
winding ascent on the outside, so very broad as to aUow horses and 
carriages to pass each other, and even to turn. 

NOTE VII.— The remains of the Tower of Babel are supposed still 
to exist in the Birs-Nimrud, on the western bank of the Euphrates, 
which is described as a prodigious mound 762 yards in circumference, 
and 198 feet high. On its summit is a solid pile of brick, 87 feet high 
by 28 in breadth, broken and irregular, and rent by a large fissure. 
The fire-burnt bricks of which it is built have inroriptions on them ; 
but the cement which connects them is so hard that it is impossible 
to chip oil the smallest piece ; and for this reason none of the in- 
scriptions can be copied, as they are always on the lower surface of 
the bricks. There are immense fragments of brickwork tumbled 
together and cemented in soUd vitrified maoiWjWVi^T^^^^^; 
SO220 the action ot the fleroest beat.— Eich and Sir R*t. K«r Pwrt«r, 
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Posterity of Noah through Shem 

(Gen, xi. 10^26;. 

NOAH (died B.C. 1998, aged 950 years). 

8HEM (B.O. 2446). 

Arphaxad (B.C. 2346). 

Salah (B.0. 2311). 

Ebeb (B.O. 2281). 

! 



I I 

PXLBQ (B.O. 2247). JOKTAV. 

I I 

Uvu (B.C. 2217). JoBAB (? the Job of Scrip- 

I ture), 

SERua (B.O. 2185). 

Nahob (B.C. 2155). 

I 
Terah (B.C. 2126). 

I 



Nabob. Haran ABB AM 

(B.C. 2056). (B.C. 1996). 



NOTB. — From *Eber* some authors derive the n&melfebrewsM 
applied to the descendants of Abram, which is probably correct. 
Calmet, however, affirms that this name arose from his * pasting 
over ' the Enphrates into Canaan : * Eber ' or * Heber '=a jKiMa^e, or 
pa$tingaver. 



The Call of Abram, B.C. 1921 (Abmm 

75 years old)^ Gen. xii. 

Abraham, the venerable Father of the Faithful, lived 
originally in Ur of the Chaldees, which seems to have 
been a district rather than a town, and it probably coin- 
cided with or was contained in the modern pashaHc of 
Urfali, the chief town of which bears the same name^ 
and is locally regarded as the (Jr of Abraham. The 
Jews still call the place Ur of the Chaldees, and it is a 
place of pilgrimage for the Moslems, who honour it as 
the birthplace of Abraham. — Hughes, 

NOTA—TbiB is considered by Bome cA«^ Vi\» ^^ »*««^\;^;,^v 
Abram (riz., from Haran) ; thejlrtt CtraniG\vBias»^>»=c*^='^=««'^ 
to be referred to in Neh. ix. 7, A-cta-viV. ^-4. 
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Abram's Posterity. 



TERAH. 

I 



Nahob 

bMILCAH. 

I 

7 Sods Bbthtjbl. 
(Gen. xxii. 10). 



Haban. 



Abram. 



Lor. MiLCAH IflOAH. 

s Nabob. 



Labah. Bebekah. 



I 



XiBAH. Bacbbl. rMidianites') 

' • ' iMoabites } 

E JACOB. (Qen. six. 86-38). 



BySABAH. 

Isaac 
=Rbbbkah. 



By Haoab. By Ketdbah. 



r 



ISHXAEL. 

I 



6Sonfl 
(Gen. zzY. 1). 



12 Soiu Mahalath 
(Qen. xzT. 12). sEsau. 



Esau 
s Mahalath. 

r Bdomltes, or \ 
\ Idnmeaas j 



Jacob 

=Lbah and Bachsl. 

12 Patriarchs. 



Note I. — Iscah is supposed by some to hare been the dangrhter of 
Haran, and the same as Sarai. She is called the danghter-in-Iav of 
Terah (Gen. xi. 81), as being Abram's wife ; yet Abram afterwaitis 
said, * She is the daughter of my faiher^ but not the daughter of mv 
mother ' (Gen. xx. 12). This may be understood from the following. 
Bbn Batrik, in his annals, among other ancient traditions, has the 
f oUowing genealogy :— 

Tbbah. 



By Ist wife, Tona 



Abram. 



By 2nd wife, Tkhkvita. 

I 
Sarah. 



Again, probably Haran was the eJdest son of Terah, and Abram the 
youngest by another wife ; and thus Sarai was the daughter or 
orraiuf-daughter of Terah, Abram's father, but not of his mother. 
— Bagsttf's Min. Ato. Bible. 

NoTB II. — ^The six eons of Keturah, like Ishmnel, seem to have 
been portioned off by Abraham dnrins: his lifetime, and sent into 
the east and south-east, to prevent any interference with the pros- 
pects of Isaac, the Divinoly-appointed heir. From the twelve sons 
Off Ishmael are derived the tw^ve tribes of the Arabians still sub- 
sisting. The descendants of Ishmael are usually mentioned in his- 
ttay under the general name of Arabians axvd li^bxaai^Vfia. ^s&si<m^ 
tbeaerentb century they have almost aXl em\fc«fi«&^«T^^Qia ctt 
Matomet, 
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KoTR m.— Abram and his father appear to have beenidolaten :— 

* Tonr fathers dwelt on the other side of the flood in old time, even 
Terah, the father of Abram, and the father of Nahor ; and th^ 
serred other gods * (Josh. zziy. 2). Some eren assert that Terah 
was a maker of images. 

NoTR lY. — It was part of the favour shown to Abram, that the 
Messiah should be of his seed. 

(a) When he was called (Gen. zviii. 18). 

(6) When God contemplated the destruction of Sodom (Ckn. 
xviiLlS). 

(e) Upon offering up Isaac (Gen. zxii. 18). 

This promise was also addressed to Isaac, viz., when he was abont 
to go down into Egypt, in consequence of a famhie in Canaan 
(Gen. xxvi. 3, 4) ; and subsequently to Jacob, upon the occasion of 
his fleeing from his brother Esau, to go to Padan-aram ((}en. 
xxviiL 14). 

. NOTB v.— God foretold to Abram the aflUction of Ids posterily in 
Egypt, and their subsequent possession of the Promised Iiand : — 

* ^OLOW of a surety that thy seed shall be a stranger in a land that is 
not theirs, and shall serve them ; and they shall afflict them 400 
years ; and also that nation, whom th^ shall serve, will I judge ; 
and afterwards shall they come out with great substance ' ((lea. xv. 5, 
18, 14). 

The troubles in Egypt comprised but 215 years, so that this 
affliction was ]wrtly in Canaan and partly in Egypt. It is supposed 
to have b^^un in Canaan at the birth of Isaac, b.c. 1897, and ended 
with the Exodus, B.& 1491. 

IshmaelbOm, B.C. 1910 (Abram Se years 
old), Gen. xvi. 16, 16. 

Promises Renewed (Gen. vii. i-s). 

When Abram was 99 years old, i.e. 13 years after the 
birth of Ishmael, God renewed his promises with Abram , 
viz. : — 



(1) That he should have 
a son by Sarai, notwith- 
standing their old age. 

(2) That his o&pring 
should be as numerous as 
the stars, and possess the 
land of Canaan. 



(3) That in his seed all 
the nations of the eartli \ MesmaK 
Bbould he blessed. 



(1) in the birth of Isaac 
(Gen. xxi. 2). 

(2) In the rapid increase 
of the Ishmaelites, Israel- 
ites, and Edomites, — and 
in the possession of Ca- 
naan by the Israelites under 
Joshua, David, and Solo- 
mon. 
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Circumcision instituted— Abram's 
and Sarai's names changed, B.C. 1898 

(Gen. xvii. 10). 

This rite was instituted as the sign of a covenant be- 
tween God and the seed of Abram. On the eighth day 
every male child was circumcised ; and to this day the 
JewS; the descendants of Abram and Sarai, observe this 
rite ; but the descendants of Ishmael, because he was 
thirteen years old when he was circumcised^ perform this 
rite at the thirteenth year. 

At this time also God changed the names of Abram 
and Sarai| to those of Abraham and Sarah, 

Destruction of Sodom and Gomor- 
rah, B.C. 1898 (Gen. xix.). 

Thirteen years after the birth of Ishmael, and 451 years 
after the Flood, Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah, and Zeboim 
were destroyed by fire. These four cities stood in a 
fertile and pleasant plain, but as it was full of slime 
(= bitumen) pits, it readily caught fire; and when con- 
sumed, the land was depressed 1312 ft. below the level 
of the Mediterranean Sea, and became a receptacle for 
the waters overflowing the Jordan, and formed what is 
called the Dead Sea, 

Birth of Isaac, B.C. 1897 (Abraham loo 

years old), Gen. xxi. 1-5. 

Trial of Abraham's faith, B.C. 1872 

(Isaac 25 years old). Gen. xxii. 

Isaac a type of Christ. 

(1) The birth of Isaac (1) So was the birth of 

was miraculous, being bom Christ, He being bom of a 

of an aged woman. a virgin, 

f2) Isaac carried the (2) In like manner 

u^ifoaupon which he was Cbnat caiTied His crow. 
to be sacriBced, 
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(3) They both carried them to the same place; Mount 
Moriah, where afterwards the Temple stood. 

(4) Isaac laid down his (4) Christ also volun- 



life of himself. 



tarily gave Himself up. 



In commemoration of this event, viz. the offering up 
of Isaac, Abraham called the place Jehovah-jireh = * the 
Lord will provide * (Gen. xxii. 14). 

Death of Sarah at MamrCj B.C. 

1860 (aged 127 years); Gen. xxiii. 

On this occasion Abraham purchased the cave of 
Machpelah, as a burying-place, for 400 shekels of silver^ 
' current money with wie merchant.' This is the first 
mention of the shekel or coined money. 

Sarah is the only female in the Bible whose age is 
recorded. 

Isaac marries Rebekah^ B.C. 1857 

(Isaac 40 years old), Gen, xxiv. 

Abraham marries Eetnrah^ B.C. 

1853 (Gen. XXV. 1). 

Note. — Abraham was 137 years of age when Sarah died ; and 
nearly forty years before that event his age had rendered it vei^ im- 
probable he should have children, yet we find he had six sons by 
Ketnrah, whom he sent away inhJ^ lifetime (see Note II., ' Alram's 
Posterity '). On these grounds, as also on the literal langnage of the 
original, * And Abraham added and took a wife,' it has been sap- 
posed that Abraham married this wife long before, while Sfurah was 
alive ; and that the passage may be rendered, 'And Abraham had 
added and taken a wife.' 

Birth of Esau and Jacob, B.C. 1837 

(Gen. XXV. 24). 

Death of Abraham, B.C. 1822 (aged 

175 years), Gen. xxv. 7. 

He was buried in the cave of Machpelah by Isaac and 
Isbmael — a happy indication. o£ tlaa Ylvtbclotk^ '^^jsc^ 'sksS^- 
ing between the two brotbieTa, 

c 
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The chief acts of Abraham's faith 
(1^ Obedience to the call of God ; 

(2) BelieTing he should possess Canaan and be the 

father of a great multitude ; 

(3) In offering up his son. 

NoTB. — The reputed edte of the cave of Machpelah, the sqndchxe 
of the patriarchs, is covered hy a TnrkiBh mosqne, and enclosed by 
a wall ot great antiquity, prolMbly beyond the period of the ChriB- 
tian enk.—Hugke$, 

Jacob obtains his father's blessing 
and departs for Haran^ B.C. 1760 

(Gen. xxvii., xxviii.). 

Note.— The blessing which Isaac was to confer on his son was a 
species of divine rights and mast be communicated with appzopriate 
ceremonies. As eating and drinking wore nsed among the Asiatics 
on almost all religions occasions, and especially in malrifig and 
confirming covenants, it is reasonable to suppose, that something of 
this kind was easentiailly necessary on this occasion ; and that Isaac 
could not convey the right tiU he had eaten of the meat provided 
for the purpose by him who was to receive the blessing {Br, A, 
Clarke).— See also Biunt*s Undesigned Coincidencesj pt. L,aeo. vi. 

Jacob marries Leah, B.C. 1753; 
and Rachel, B.C. 1746 (Gen. xxix.). 

Note. — The fourteen years which Jacob had engaged to serve for 
Eachel and Leah being expired, he was willing to depart, depending 
on God's promise, without any other recompense from Laban for his 
hard service than his large family ; though he could appeal to Laban 
himself that he had served him with dlligenoc, fidelity, and success. 

Jacob leaves Laban^ B.C. 1739 

(Gen. xxxi.). 

Note I.— Before leaving Laban, we find from Gen. xxxi. 19, 
that Rachel * stole the images that were her father's.' What these 
images were is very uncertain ; though it appears highly probable 
that they were images devoted to superstitioua or idolatrous pur- 
poses, as they are termed gods by Laban in verse 30. The Septuagint 
renders them* ufo/^;' Aquila (who wrote a.d. 128), * figures ;' and 
the Persian Version, ' astrolabes^' which latter Dr. A. Clarke thinks 
prolmble. Others are of opinion that they were the dii penateSy or 
household gods, of Laban, which appearsrthe most correct. 

NoTR II. — When Jacob was marching to meet Esau as recorded 
in Gen. xxxiii., we notice with what eagerness he forces, as it 
were, the present upon Esau, and for this reason. To accept a pre- 
sent from an inferior was a customary pledge of friendship, but 
retnming it implied disaffection . It is the same m eak?\.cnv cowwtnRa 
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at the present day. If your present be leceiTed by your superior, 
be necessarily becomes your friend, and yon may rely on his friend- 
ship ; if it be not reoeived yon have everjrthing to fear. It was on 
this ground that Jacob was so urgent with Esau to reoeive his 
present. 

The Twelve Patriarchs. 

JACOB 

! 

^ . . ^ 

ByliBAH Rachel BHiOAH ZnPAH 



.^ ^ .m^ 

— • • m ^* ^^ • ^ • .^m^ • IZJ* • • CD • • • 

«• ^^»» ,^t» S.*r >M^- ^^- Ct^-3»- ^-.t^** «-oot» 

3 . s .w »xi '^ '3 ' "S • a * w •'S • (^ • h • 
jQCjgo^ogo'So^o gio.Ao TTo-Sw ^oSo 

g n J n^ n'i n an-gm smgn §»§'« an'gn 

« 3 M H9 3 iS ^ « ft S5 O < 

Manasseh Ephraim 
B.C. 1712. B.O. 1711. 

Note.— Though Ephraim was the younger^ he was preferred to 
Manasseh, the elder. This had been a practice from the b^inning, 
to show that the Divine gifts are not bestowed according to the 
order of nature, but freely from God's wise goodness. This may be 
exemplified in the preference of Abel to Cain, Isaac to Ishmael, 
Jacob to Esau, Judah and Joseph to Reuben, Ephraim to Manasseh, 
Moses to Aaron, and David to his brethr^i. 

Jacob's name changed to Israel, 

B.C. 1739 (Oen. xxzii. 24). 

Death of Rachel— Birth of Benja- 
min, B.C. 1732 (Qen. zzzT.). 

Joseph sold into Egypt, B.C. 1729 

(aged 17), Gen. xxxTii. 

Joseph a type of Christ. 

The whole life of Joseph is eminently typical of our 
Saviour. 

(1^ He was a dearly beloved son. 
(2) He was hated by his brethren. 
?3^ He was a firm resister of temptation. 
(4) He was an inspired intenpitfe^fcT wa.^ ^tw^^ 
(5) He was the saviour or ^reaetvet Q>i^^«i^^^* 

c2 
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Death of Isaac, B.C. 1716 (aged iso 

jeKn)f Gen. zzxy. 28. 

Departure of Jacob into Egypt^ 

B.C. 1706 (Jacob 180), Gen. xlvi. 

This was 215 years since the call of Abraham in 
B.C. 1921, and the Israelites continued in Egypt a dis- 
tinct and isolated race for 215 years longer, nnm the time 
of Moses. 

Jacob set out for Egypt with 64 sons and grandsons, 
one grand-daughter, Serah, and one daughter, I)inah, and 
settled in the land of Goshen, where, with Joseph and 
his two sons, Manasseh and Ephraim, his family 
amounted to 70 persons (Gen. xlvi. 1-21). St. Stephen, 
however, in Acts yii. 14, ^yes the nwoaheT seventy-^ve, 
which may be explained m two ways : either from St. 
Stephen quoting from the Septuagint, and includmg the 
five sons of Manasseh and Ephraim; or, by omitting 
Joseph and his two sons, and taking into account the 
nine wives of nine of Jacob's sons that came with him 
into Egypt. In either of these cases the total number 
is seventy-five. 

Death of Jacobs B.C. 1689 (aged 147 

years). Gen. xlix. 33. 

Before his death, which happened 17 years after he 
came into Egypt, he adopted the two sons of Joseph, 
Ephraim and Manasseh, and prophesied the descent of 
the Messiah from Judah in these words : * The sceptre 
shall not depart from Judah, nor a law-giver from be- 
tween his feet until Shiloh come.' And it had its fulfil- 
ment in this way, that the high priesthood did not cease 
to exercise authority till a.d. 70 (Home), And again, 
t^e descendants of Judah were a distinct people, and 
had governors of their own down to the time of the 
Messiah or Shiloh. — IVJteeler, 

Note.— Whoever observes Jacob's life after he had surreptitiously 

obtained his father's blessing, will perceive that he enjoyed very little 

worldly felicity. His brother purposed to murder him, to avoid 

which be was, in a manner, banished from hia fatliet'a \vo\\«e. li\* 

uac/f JLabaa deceived bim as he had deceived Mb latYiet , waei v.t<i?Jc«.<i 
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him with great rigpnr. After a Bervitode of twenty-one years, he 
was obliged to leave him in a dandestine manner, not without 
danger of being brought back or murdered by his enraged brother. 
No sooner were these fears over, than he experienced the baseness of 
his son Reuben in defiling his bed. He had next to bewail the 
treachery and cruelty of Simeon and Levi towards the Shechemites ; 
then he had to feel and lament the 1oe» of his beloved wife. He was 
next imposed upon by his own sons, and had to lament the supposed 
untimely end of Joseph ; and to complete all, he was forced by 
famine to go into ^ypt, and there died in a strange land.-— 
Baggier, 

Deficiency in Genesis. 

There is no record in Scripture of the transactions 
between the death of Jacob, B.C. 1689, and the death of 
Joseph, B.C. 1635, a period of 54 years. 



EXODUS. 



Origin of Name— Period comprised. 

Exodus records the departure of the Israelites out of 
Egrpt, and derives its name from the Greek ' ex ' =: out, 
and * odos ' = a way. 

It contains the history of the world for a period of 
about 145 years — ^viz., from the death of Joseph, B.C. 
1635, to the erection of the Tabernacle, B.C. 1490, the 
year after the * Ib^odus.' 

Deficiencies in Exodus. 

There is but a very slight record in Scripture of the 
transactions between the death of Joseph. b.c. 1635, and 
the birth of Moses, B.C. 1571, a space of 64 years ; and 
but very little of the Jhst 40 years of Moses' life, which 
were spent in Egypt, and likewise of the second 40 
years, which were spent in Midian. 

NOTB.— The Blight record allnded to is to be fonnd in 1 Chron. 
vii. 21, 22, from which it appears that a body of Ephraimitee, 
headed by the sons of Zabad, undertook a Icind of freebooting ex- 
pedition into the land of the Philistines, with the view of drivini^ 
off tbe cattle belonging to the m«a ol Q(«»eXv\ Xs^ ^^^ ^<s&^ ^t^ 
palaed, Zabad lost all Taia aoiift, asA ^^'^JocwJosi "Qas&s. \sSis«s. 
mooroed many dayB.*-*Tf7ieeter^t AwA. QVd T«*% 
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Contents. 

1. The sufferings and bondage of the Israelites, 

2. Their miraculous deliverance. 

3. The institution of the Passover. 

4. The passage of the Bed Sea. 

6. The wanderings as far as Mount Sinai: and the 
giving of the Law. 
6. The building of the Tabernacle. 

Birth of Aaron, B.C. 1574. 

Birth of Moses, B.C. 1571 (Ex. il). 

Genealogy of Levi (showing descent 
of Moses and Aaron). 



LEVI. 



GSBSHOM. 



KOHATH. 



Mbrabi. 



JOCHEBED 
ssAMRAM. 



Amrajc 

sJOCHBBED. 



IZHAB. 

I 



2 oftheraons. 



AABOMT 

sElISHBBA. 
I 



MOINES 

sZlPPOBAH. 



I 

Nadab. 

V 



Abihit. 



DeBtroyed for 
offering strango 

fire before the 

Lord, most likely 

while in a state 

of intoxioation 

(Ley. z. 1, 2). 



Elbazar 

ssPUTEBL. 



ITEU^MAB 



EORAH. 

Swallowed up by 

the earthqiuike 

(Num. a^). 



Phinsras. 

Killed Zimri 
and Ck>zbi 
atBhittim 

(Knm. zzv.)* 



Gebshom. Elibzbb. 
(Ex.zTiii.4}. 



Elkakah (1 Sam. f .). 
SAMTJEIi. 



Joel. 



Abiah 



The injustice of these men 
induced Israel to desire a 
king (I Sam. viii,). 



Note to * Phinehas.*— For this God made with him the covenant 
of an everlasting priesthood. This, however, must be understood 
rrfilt some limitation ; for after a few yeaia the prfeethood came 
/fl^ the family of Itbamar, the youngest son ot iiatotv, m XJoa 
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person of Eli (about B.o. 1166). In the time of Solomon the priest- 
hood reverted again to the family of Phinehas, in the i)er8on of 
Zadok. The reason of this interruption is not to be foond in 
Sciiptore : there is every probability that some great sin provoked 
God to set aside the line of Eleozar for a few years.— i^nocit. 

Life of Moses (3 divmons of 40 years each). 



In Egypt. B.C. 1671- 
1531. 

Moses bom; hid in 
the flags by the side of 
the river Nile; found 
by the daughter of 
Pharaoh (Kameses 11.); 
and adopted 1^ her. 

While in fiffvpt he 
became leamel fn aU 
the wisdom of the Egyp- 
tians. 




In Midian,B.C, 1631- 
1491. 

Moses in the 40th 
year of his age slew an 
Egyptian, and fled to 
Midian; married Zip- 

Jorah, the daughter of 
ethro,priest(=prince) 
of Midian j God ap- 
peared to Moses in a 
Duming bush, and sent 
him to deliver the Is- 
raelites; he then re- 
turned to Egypt, and 
inflicted the ten plagues 
upon Pharaoh. 

Note I.— Tn slaying the Egyptian, Ifoses only acted agreeably to 
the divine law, nor did he violate the law of Egypt ; for, according 
to Diodorns Sicnlus (who flourished about B.C. 44), ' he who saw a 
man killed or violently assaulted on the highway, and did not 
endeavour to rescue him if he could, was punished with death.' 
Hoses therefore acted as a brave man, especially as, at this time, 
there was little probability of obtaining justice on an Egyptian 
murderer. — Bagster. 

Note n.— Some suppose that Moses wrote the book of Genesig 
during his stay in TilLidAJBau— Riddles Scripture EUtory, 

Era of Job, cir. B.C. 1520. 

Job is said to have lived before or about the time of 
Moses. Many consider him to have been the same as 
Jobab the son of Joktan, and consequently the grandson 
ofEber (see in ^Posterity of Noah through Shemj in 
Genesis). Others say that he is descended from Uz^ the 
son of I^ahor, brother to Abram. The actual time of 
Job's existence is a matter of great doubt. One autho- 
rity (Origen of Alexandria, born a.d. 186, martyred a.d. 
264) makes him more aAeieut ^kwv'^Q^ftAXjKsaa*^^ ^^^ 
other (Eusebius, Bisho^f oi C^ssaa^.^ >iOTv V3>. ^^^ 
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places him two whole ages hefore Moses. Dr. Hales 
thinks that he lived 184 ^ears hefore the time of Ahram, 
while many Hebrew writers place him in the time of 
Isaac and Jacob. 

NOTB I.—Some persona even question Job's reality ; bnt tiiere is 
no denying his historical existence without oontradicting Bsekid 
(xiv. 14) and the Apostle St. James (v. 11), and also opposing the 
tradition of both Jews, Mahometans, and Christians. 

The following genealogies are given of Job :— 



From Calnui. 
Abbam. 

Isaac. 

! 



From Dr, KennicoU, 

Abram. 

I 
Isaac. 



Jacob. 

I 
Levi. 

I 
amram. 

Moses. 



Esau. 

I 
Beuul. 

Zkrah. 

I 

JOBAB. 



Jacob. 
Levi. 

KOHATH. 

Ahrasc— JOB. 

I 
Moses. 



Esau. 

Eliphaz. 

Tbmak. 

Eliphaz 
the Temanite. 



Note n.— Job is remarkable for his great patience under afflic- 
tion, and also as having uttered an important Pbophect, which 
showed his belief in the resurrection, and in the conodng of the 
Messiah : — ' I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that he shall 
stand at the latter day upon the earth ' (Job xix. 25). 

Note III.— Archbishop Usher supposes Job to have lived about 
B.C. 1520, while Moees was in Midian. 

The Ten Plagues. 

1. Water tfrned into Blood (imitated by the ma- 
gicians). Ex. vii. 19. — ^This plague, as well as the fol- 
lowing ones, was aimed against the idolatry of the 
Egyptians. Thus, the waters of the Nile, the great fer- 
tiliser of Egypt, were held in the most sacred venei-ation, 
md turning the waters into blood must have pointed out 
a mightier deity. 

Note I.—* The water of Egypt,* says the Abb6 Mascrier, * is so 
ddicious, that one would not wish tiie heat to be less, or to be' 
delivered from the sensation of thirst. The Turks find it so 
exquisite that they excite themselves to drink of it by eating salt.' 
*A person,' adds Mr. Harmer (Observ. vol. iii.), ' who never before 
heard of the deliciousness of the Nile water, and of the large quan- 
Uties which on that account are drank of it, will, I am sure, find an 
enei^ in those words of Moses to Pharaoh—" The Egyptians shall 
JoHthe to diinkot the water of the river," which he never did before.* 
Note II.— Aa the Nile was held sacred by tYwe "Eig^jiBitvBsvft.^avwSJV 
^9 the aaJm&ls it contained, to which they aatiT»a\\y «»ct^$y5^ ^ 
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girl, or, as others aay, both a boy and a girl, God might have 
designed this plagae as a pnnishment for such idolatry and cruelty, 
uid to show them the baseness of those dements which they 
xeverenced, and the insidBciency of the gods in which they trusted. 
All the punishments brought upon them bore a strict analogy to 
their crimes. — Bagster, 

2. Fkogs (imitated by the magicians). Ex. viii. 1-7. 
— These and other reptiles were also worshipped as gods : 
to he thus infested with them by the plague must have 
tended to lessen their esteem for them. 

NoTR.— From Ex. viii. 7, we find that the magicians only added 
*to this plague, but could not diminish it. Pharaoh, therefore, 
called for Moses to reduce the pest. 

3. LiC!E (Ex. Tiii. 16). — ^The external purity and clean- 
liness of the Egyptian priests were matters of the gravest 
moment : vermin they neld in abhorrence. This plague, 
therefore, was one of the most severe and trying amio- 
tions. The magicians could not bring forth lice, and 
they at once admitted that Moses and Aaron were acting 
under the influence of a Deity, Almighty and Supreme } 
for they exclaimed, 'This is the finger of God.' 

4. Flies (Ex. viii. 20). — Flies were esteemed as deities. 
Baalzebub was their god of flies. 

NoTR. — ^In the Septuagint (as also is agreed to by Bochart, a cele- 
brated Oriental scholar, one of whose principal works is his 
* Hierozoicon,' or, ' History of the AniTnftia of Scripture,') the word 
Jlies is rendered the dog-fly ^ which must have been particularly 
hateful to the Egyptians, because they hdd dog* in great veneration, 
under which form they worshipped Annbis.— ^a^«ter. 

5. MiTEKAiN OP Cattle (Ex. ix. 1-7). — We may ob- 
serve a particular scope and meaning in this calamity, if 
we consider it in regard to the Egyptians, which would 
not have existed in respect to any other people. They 
held in idolatrous reverence almost every animal ] but 
some they held in particular veneration ; as the ox, cow, 
and ram. Among these, Apis and Mnevis are well 
known; Apis beinff a sacred bull at Memphis, the 
ancient capital of l^ypt, and Mnevis a like animal at 
Heliopolis (Balbec). A cow or heifer had the like 
honours at Momemphis, and the same practice seems to 
have been adopted in most of the E^nrptian province}^ 
(Serodotus and Straho), By tiie infliction of this jud^- 
ment, the Egyptian dei&ea B«xikli^ X^i^^'k^ ^^^'s^^'^^sss^ 
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6. Boils and Blains (Ex. ix. 8). — The last two 
plagues were aimed at the objects of their idolatrous 
worship ; now, the worshippers themselyes, as well as 
their cattle^ were afflicted. From this time the priests 
and magicians are heard of no more; they doubtless 
perished under this affliction. 

Note.— Ld Ex. iz. 8, If oeoB is commanded to ' take handfnls of 
ashes of the fnmaoe and sprinMe tiiem toward heaven.* This was 
a significant command ; not only referring to the fiery furnace, 
which was a type of the slavery of the Israelites, bat to a cruel rite 
common among the Egyptians. Th^ had several cities styled 
Typhonian, in which, at particular seasons, they sacrificed men, who 
were burnt alive, and the ashes of the victim were scatteBred 
upwards in the air, with the view, probably, that where any atom 
of dust was carried a blesedng was entailed. The like therefore was 
done by Moses, tiiongh with a di£terent intention, and more certain 
effect. 

7. Hail, Thundee, LiOHTNiNe, and Rain (Ex. 
ix. 22). — Vegetation next suffered by this plague, so 
that the trees and plants (worshipped dj the Egyptians) 
escaped not. 

Note. — ^This must have been a circumstance of all otheiB tbe most 
incredible to an Egyptian ; for in Egypt there fell no rain, the want 
of which was sniqilied by dews, and the overflowing of the Nile. 
The Egyptians must therefore have perceived themselves particu- 
larly ahned at in these fearful events, especially as they were very 
superstitious. There seems likewise a propriety in their being 
punished by fire and water, as they were guilty of the grossest 
idolatry towards these elements. Scarcely anything couM have 
distressed the Egyptians more than the destruction of the flax 
(Ex. Iz. 81, 82), as the whole nation wore Unen garments. 

8. Locusts (Ex. x. 12V — What remained from the 
plague of thunder and hail was destroyed by this plague^ 
agamst which their god Serapis was always looKed to 
for protection. 

9. Darkness (Ex. x. 21). — ^As the Egyptians not 
only worshipped the light and sun, but also paid the 
same veneration to night and darkness^ nothing could be 
more evidently from the hand of the God of Israel, than 
this punishment of palpable and coercive darkness, such 
as their luminary Osiris could not dispel. 

10. Death of the Fiestborn (Ex. xii. 29). — The 
infliction of this judgment on the Egyptians was most 
equitable, because, after their nation haa been preserved 

4r one of the Israeli tish family, they ImA, cou\x«rq \o 
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all right, and in defiance of original stipulation^ enslaved 
the people to whom they had been so much indebted, 
had murdered their offspring, and made their bondage 
intolerable. 

Note.— In Ex. adi. 30, we read Hheie waa a great cry in 
Egypt.' In illustration of this we may remark that no people were 
more remarkable and frantic in their momnings than the Egyptians. 
When a relative died, every one left the house, and the women, with 
their hair loose and their bosoms bare, ran wild about the street. 
The men also, with their apparel equally disordered, kept them 
company, all shrieking, howling, and beating themselves. What a 
scene of horror and distress must now have presented itself when 
there was not a family in Egypt where there was not one dead I 

The Departure from Egypt^ B.C. 

1491 (Ex. xii. 37). 

Six hundred thousand effective men, besides women, 
children, and the aged and infirm, not less altogether 
than a million and a half (some say three millions), left 
Egypt. A vast increase from 70 people in about 200 
years. 

NoTB I.— In Ex. xii. 40 the following occnrs : — * Now the so- 
jonming of the children of Israel, who dwelt in Egypt, was four 
hundred and thirty years.' The Samaritan Pentatench reads : — 
* Now the sojourning of the children of Israel, cmd of their father* 
in the land of Canaan and in the land of Egypt, was 430 years.' 
The Alexandrine copy of the Septnagint has the same reading, and 
the same statement is made by the apostle St. Panl in Gal. iU. 17 ; 
who reckons from the promise made to Abraham to the giving of 
the Law. That these three witnesses have the truth the chronology 
itself proves ; for it is evident that the descendants of Israel did 
not dwell 430 years in Egypt, while it is equally evident that the 
period from Abraham's entry into Canaan to the Exodus is exactly 
that number. Thus, from Abraham's entrance into the Promised 
Land to the birth of Isaac was 26 years ; Isaac was 60 at the birth 
of Jacob ; Jacob was 130 at his going into Egypt, where he and his 
children continued 215 years more, making in the whole 430 years. 

Note II.— The kneading-troughs of Ex. xii. 84, that were 
bound up in their clothes upon the shoulders of the Israelites, were 
inrobably like the kneading-troughs of the Arabs ; comparatively 
small wooden bowls, which also serve them for dishes. Their being 
bound up in their clothes may mean no more than their b^ng 
wrai>ped up in their hykes, ot long loose garments.— See Sha^* 
Travels, 

The Wanderings, B.C. 1491—1451. 

FiEST Route. — Kaheses to Sinat. 

From Rameses, or Kaamses, which was built by the 
Hebrews during their servitvidft 'yq. 'S*^^\..,*(5«v«^ ^sw^\.^ 
Succoib, thence to Etliaixi, mi^tqv3jAV>"^^^^^^^^*^' 
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Principal StaHoM, 

PiEAHiROTH (Ex. ziv. 1). — ^It WAS here that God 
commanded them to encamp, and the Egyptians pur- 
suing them, the "Red Sea was divided, and the laraeutes 
were saved hy passing through ; hut Pharaoh and his 
host were destroyed. On arriving at the other side^ the 
Israelites sang the son^ of thanksgiving for their dehver- 
ance. The Lord conducted them in a pillar of a doud 
hy day, and in a pillar of fire hy night. 

Note I.— Pihahiroth = the month of Hiroih or Chiroth, is moat 
likely the valley which extends from the wilderness of Btluun to 
the Red Sea. This valley is called Tiah-Beni-Israel ( s the road of 
tba Israelites), by a tradition that is still kept ap by the Arabs, 
from their having passed through it. — 8^au^s Travel*. 

NOTB II.— The xi^ppa part of the Red Sea is divided into two 
ffnlfS ; the one to the east is called by the Arabs Bahr-el-Akabass 
lea of Akaba; and the one to the west, Bahr-el-KolzumssSea of 
Destrootion. This was that which the Israelites crossed. 

Marah (Ex. XV. 23). — ^Here the waters were hitter ; 
made sweet hy Moses casting a tree into them. 

Note.— Marah is now known by the name of Hawarah, and the 
water still retains its bitter taste. It is extremdy unpleasant, and 
is the only water near the Red Sea which the Arabs refuse to drink, 
except in oases of extreme necessity. Dr. Olin states that it re- 
minded him of a weak solution of Bpsom salts. The dissatisfaction 
of the Israelites at the well of Marah may be further illustrated by 
rememberfng the fact that the Nile wator had an extraordinary 
sweetness of qnalily, which it retains to this day.— See Note L to 
First Plague. 

Eldc (Ex. zy. 27). — ^Here were 12 welLs and 70 palm 
trees. 

NoiB.— Br. Shaw found here but nint wells, the other three being 
llUed up with sand ; but the 70 pahn trees had increased to more 
i^hftn 2000. Under the shade of these trees is the Hammam Mousa, 
or bath of Moses, held in great veoeration and esteem by the in- 
habitants, as being the place where the household of Moses was 
encamped. 

WiXPBBlTSSS OTf Sdt (Ex. xvi. 1). — ^For want of food 
they murmured against God and their leaders : quails 
and manna were sent Upon the latter they afterwards 
lived for 40 yearS; tiH they came to the horders of the 
land of Canaan. 

An omer of manna was preserved for a memoriaL — See 
under 'the ArV in ' Ceremonial Law.' 

Ifong,—In consequence ci the term maxmahav\ng\>e«n^t^''«^^ 
M drag" which Jg now mwU used in BnglaAd, mwv^ pcnwoa^a:^ 
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ignorantly supposed it to be the same sort of thing as that most 
graciously and miraculonsly sent for the sustenance of the Israelites 
in the wilderness. The manna of commerce is the condensed juice 
of the flowering ash, which is a native of the southern parts of 
Europe. Whatever this substance was, it does not appear to have 
been common to the wilderness. From Dent. viil. 3, 16, it is evident 
that the Israelites never saw it before; and from a pot of it 
b^ng preserved, it is probable that nothing of the kind ever 
app»u:ed again. 

B.EPHIBIH (Ex. xvii. 1). — The people murmured for 
water, aud Moses obtained a miraculous supply by 
striking the rock (fforeb). Here also the Amalekites 
were defeated by Joshua, while Moses (supported by 
Aaron and Hur) held up his hands to God m prayer. 
To commemorate this victory, the altar Jehovan-nissi 
(= the Lord my banner) was erected. Here also Jethro, 
Moses* father-in-law, brought to him from Midian, Zip- 
porah and his two sons Gershom and Eliezer; and 
Moses, at Jethro's suggestion, appointed a Council of 
the Elders of Israel to assist in judging the people. 

NoTS. — ^This rock, which is a vast block of red granite, 16 ft. 
long, 10 broad, and 12 high, lies in the wilderness of Bephidim, to 
the west of Mount Horeb, a part of SinaL There are sufficient 
traces of this wonderful miracle remaining at this day. This rock 
has been visited, drawn, and described by Dr. Shaw, Norden, and 
others ; and holes and channds appear hi the stone, which could 
only have been formed by the bursting out and running of water. 
"No art at man could have done it, if any motive could be supposed 
for the undertaking in such a place as thiB^—JBagster, 

SnTAi (Ex. xix. 1). — ^Moses and the people encamped 
here neariy a year, during which time Mioses received 
the two Tables of the Law, and after the injunctions of 
the Civil and Ceremonial Law. During the 40 days 
that Moses was up in the Mount, the people, despairing 
of his return, persuaded Aaron to make them gods, 
' which should go before them.' Aaron assented, and 
made a molten calf, but in the midst of their idolatrous 
worship Moses appeared, and being incensed at their 
proceedings, broke the Tables of the Law at the foot of 
the Mount. He then burnt the calf, and summoned 
those who were ' on the Lord's side,' and the tribe of 
Levi responding, he despatched them throughout the 
camp to put to death the most Ruilty, and SQQCi '^^^^^ 
executed. For this service ^[\ift t&fe ol \^n\^^«» ^^^^^s» 
crated to minister lienc©ioxl\i >xnXft XJaa ^Sjs^- ^»- 
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afterwards was called up again into the Mount, and 
received the Ten Commandments upon the two new 
Tables. 
These events occurred 52 days after leaving Egypt. 

For * Ck>ntinTiation of the Wanderings,' see under Nmnbers. 

Laws of Moses^ or Mosaic Dispen- 
sation. 

The Law thus delivered to Moses was of three kinds : 
the Moral, the Ceremonial, and the Civil Law. 

(1) The Mobal and Civil Laws. 

These are comprised in the Ten Commandments writ- 
ten by the finger of God for the use of all future ages. 

(2) The Ceremonial Law (or Levttical Law). 
This relates to the Tabernacle, the Priests (see under 

* Holi/ Persona * in Leviticus), the Sacrifices, and other 
religious rites and ceremonies. As those who were 
employed about the Tabernacle or in the public worship 
were to be of the tribe of Levi, the Ceremonial Law 
relating to them is sometimes called the Levitical Law. 

The Tabernacle (Ex. xxvi., xxxi. i, xxxv. 4, 

xxxvi.). 

The expenses attending the erection, &c. of the Taber- 
nacle were defrayed by the Israelites, and its erection 
superintended by two inspired architects, Bezaleel and 
Aholiab. It was a tent or movable structure of a 
rectangular shape, 30 cubits long, 10 broad, and 10 high, 
and was made of shittim (acacia) wood. It was com- 
posed of the most costly materials, and had four cover- 
ings, the outer one of badgers' skins, to resist the 
effects of the weather. It was divided into two unequal 
parts by a richly embroidered curtain or veil — viz., the 
Sanctuarv or Holy Pla<5e, and the most Holy, or Holy of 
Holies (Ex. xxvi. 31). 

Note I.— According to Dean Prideanx, the value of the twenty- 

jonie talentB and 730 shekels of gold (Ex. xxxviii. 24) will be 

298,347/. 12s. 6d. The VBlne of the silver contxlbuted by 603,550 

Jf^Ji'^ ** **^' * Bbekel, or U. 6d. per man, 'wlW vaio\m^ V> 

^^,^66/. 6,, The value ot the 70 talents, 2400 8hekfii\ftal\fta«B,vj\\i 
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be 518/. lU, The gold weighed 4245 poimdfl ; the sOrer, 14,603 ; 
and the brass, 10,277 pounds troy weijB^ht. The total ralae of all 
the gold, edlyer, and brass will consequently amount to 244,127/. 
lis, 6d. ; and thie total weight of theee three metals will amount to 
39,124 pounds cxoy, which, reduced to avoiidupois weight, is equid 
to fourteen tons, 266 pounds! It may, i)erhape, seem difficult to 
imagine how the* Israelites should be poaseined ot so much wealth in 
the desert, but it should be remembered that their ancestors weze 
opulent men before th^ came into Egypt ; that thev were further 
enriched by the spoils of the Egjrptians and Amalekites ; and that 
it is inrobable they traded with the neighbouring nations who bor- 
dered on the wiMemess. There appear to be three reasons why so 
much riches should have been employed in the construction of the 
Tabernacle, ko. : — 

(1) To impress the people's minds with the glory and dignity of 

the Divine Majesty, and the importance of His senice. 

(2) To take out of their hands the occAsion of covetousness. 

(8) To prevent pride and vain-glory, by leading them to give up to 
the Divine'service eveai Uie ornaments ot their persons. 

NoTB II.— Bezaleel and Aholiab were inspired, in order that the 
outward appurtenances of the worship of Jehovah might in no way 
resemble those of the heathen nations by whom the Israelites were 
surrounded, and thus be a stumbling-block to them. 

NoTB m.^Briff Hutory of the Tabernacle,—* Dnilng the journeys 
of the Israelites, its various parts and utensUs were carefully 
wrapped up and carried by the Levitee (Num. iv.), who erected it 
ag^ahi when the Israelites encamped. In the time of Joshua it was 
brought to Shiloh (Josh. 3cviiL 1 ; ziz. 51), where it remained 
during the whole period of the Judges, and where annually the 
great national festivals were celebrated. It was considered as the 
only legitimate sanctuary (Josh. xxil. ; Judges zviii. 31, xzi. 19 ; 
1 Sam. i. 8, iii. 3, &c.), although other holy places of public 
assembly are mentioned from the lifetime of Jocdina down to the 
period of the Kings, as Shechem, Gilgal, Mizpah, and Bethel (Josh, 
xxiv. 26; Judges zx. 1, 26, kc). After the great victory <tf the 
Philistines in the time of Eli, the Tabernacle was removed to Kob, 
likewise in the territory of Benjamin (1 Sam. xxi.), but was, after 
the destruction of this town (zzii.)« brought to Gibeon, where we 
meet it in the time of David and Solomon (1 Ghron. xvi. 89, xxi. 
29 ; 1 Kings iiL 4, ix. 2). The latter king ordered it to be brought 
to Jerusalem, and with all its vessels to be deposited in the Temple 
(1 Kings viii. 4). From this time it is no more mentioned in the 
sacred reoords.'-^/^. KaliscfC* Commentary on Exodus xl. 

The Tabernacle stood in a large space of ground 
called the Court of the Tabernacle (Ex. xxvii. 9). 

The vessels of the Tabernacle^ or tilings used for the 
service of God, were — 

1. The Abk, which was made of the same wood as 
the Tabernacle. It was plated over with gold, both 
inside and out. The lid, called the Mercyseatj was of 
pure gold, surmounted by cherubim of gold at each end^ 
and furnished with rings fox lQ.c^!^\Ii^>S!aa^^^^'^'V'^^ 
it was carried. It was on ^^Sm^ ^<etc^-^"5jX *0c«^. ^^^ 
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dwelt in a body of light^ which was called SHECHXN^Aii 
:=Divine presence. 

In the Ark were deposited the two Tables of Stone j 
Aaron's rod; which budded (see under Note III. to 
* History of the Thirty-eight Years' Wanderings ') ; and 
the golden pot of manna. The rod and pot of manna, 
however^ are thought by some (cf. Heb. ix. 4, with 
1 Kings viii. 9) to have been laid before the Ark, and 
not within it. Ebrard maintains that the pot of manna 
and Aaron^s rod were originally deposited in the Ark 
' before the Testimony/ t.c. in front of the Tables of the 
Law ; and that 1 Kings viii. 9 points to the fact that 
before the time of Solomon this portion of the contents 
of the Ark had been taken out of it (perhaps by the 
Philistines) j so that only the Tables of the Law were 
then found in it. The Ark was the most sacred object 
among the Israelites, and was deposited in the Holy of 
Holies in the Tabernacle^ and afterwards in the corre- 
sponding portion of the Temple. (For further history 
of Ark, see Part II.) 

Note. — The Shechinah was visible upon four different oocasionB : 
to the Israelites during their wanderings ; to the shepherds at 
Christ's birth ; at the Transfiguration ; and to St. Paul at his con- 
Tersion. 

The Table of Shew Bread (Ex. xxv. 

23 ; xxxvii. 10). On this were kept twelve loaves of 
unleavened bread, which were offered one for each tribe, 
and renewed every Sabbath; the priest alone eating 
those which were removed. Allusion is made to this 
by our Saviour in St. Matthew xii, 3, 4. 

The Altar of Incense (Ex. xxx. i; 

xxxvii. 25) was a small table of shittim wood, upon 
which, every morning and evening, the priest burnt a 
fragrant penume called incense (see St. Luke i. 0). 

Note. — Where so many sacrifices were offered, it was essentially 
necessary to have some pleasing perfume to counteract the dis- 
agreeable smells that must have arisen from the slaughter of so 
many animals, the burning of so much flesh, the sprinkling of the 
blood, &c. No blood was ever sprinkled on this altar, except once 
a year, on the grand Day of Expiation. It was called also the golden 
altar (Nam. iv. 11) ^ and the incense was as constantly burnt on it 
everyday, as the morDing and evening sacrifice ot a\BiXQL\>vi^\^\xTtk\< 
^-o tiie /frozen altar. 
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The golden Candlestick was the richest 

ornament in the Tabernacle ; it weighed one hundred- 
weight ; had seven lights, which were always hurning' j 
and was provided with tongs and snuff dishes (Ek. 
XXV. 31 J XXXV. 14). 

Note. — Joaephus says that the whole of the seven lamps burned 
all night ; and that iu the morning four were extinguished, and 
three burned the whole of the day. Such might have been the 
practice in his time, but it appears suflaciently evident from 
ch. XXX. 8, and 1 Sam. tii. 3, that they were anciently extinguished 
in the morning. The temple of Yesta, where fire was kept per- 
petually burning, seems to have been formed on the model of the 
Tabernacle ; and from this the followers of Zoroaster appear to have 
derived their doctrine of the perpetual fire, which they still worship 
as an emblem of the Deity. In the very ancient temple of Hercules 
at Gades (now Cadiz, in Spain), a perpetual fire was kept burning 
on the altars. 

This sacred utensil did not escape the copying eye of the Pagans ; 
for Calmet remarks that they us^ to dedicate candlesticks in the 
temples of their gods, bearing a number of lamps. Pliny mentions 
one in the form of a tree with lamps like apples, which Alexander 
the Great consecrated in the temple of Apollo ; and Athenseus, one 
with 865 lamps, which Dionysius the Younger dedicated in the 
Pryteneum at Alliens. — Bagster, 

The Altar of Burnt Offering, the ordi- 

nary Jewish altar^ was sij^uare, and from each comer 
projected a hom^ which might have been designed, not 
only for ornament, but to prevent the sacrifices from 
falling off, and to tie the victim to previous to its being 
sacrificed. The first sacrifice upon this altar was con- 
sumed by fire from heaven, which was never afterwards 
suffered to go out (Lev. vi. 13 ; ix. 24). 

Note. — ^The perpetual fire of the Persian Hag! and modem 
Parseee ; the eternal fire^ as it was called at Borne, kept perpetually 
burning by the vestal virgins ; and the inextinguithable fire of the 
Greeks at Delphi, were evident imitations of the sacred fire. 

The brazen LaVer contained water for the 
necessary washings of Aaron and the priests in the 
course of their ministry (Ex. xxx. 18-22). 

The rest of the Ceremonial Law is contained in 
Leviticus. 
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LEVITICUS. 



Origin of Name — Period com- 
prised. 

This book receives its name from detailing the sacri- 
fices and services committed to the Levitical priesthood; 
and is a continuation of the Ceremonial Law, from 
Exodus. 

It comprises a period of about a month ; viz. from the 
erection of the Tabernacle to the numbering of the 
' people. B.C. 1490. 

Note. — ^As the Tabernacle was erected on the first day of HndJIrst 
month in the second year of their depasrtnre from Egypt (Ex. 
zl. 17), and the nnmbering happened on the first day of the second 
month in the same year, it is evident that the transacttcnis which 
took place between these two events, and are recorded in Levitioas, 
most 1^ haTB oocnrred in the space of one month, and during the 
time the Israditee were encamped at Mount Sinai. 

Contents. 

1. An account of the holy persons employed in the 
service of the Tabernacle. 

2. The Great Feasts : Sabbatical Year, and Year of 
Jubilee. 

8. Sacrifices and oblations. 

4. The various kinds of uncleanness, and their puri- 
fications. 

5. Vows and tithes. 

Holy Persons employed in Taber- 
nacle^ &c. 

These were the High Priest, the Priests, the Leoites, 
and the Nethinim, 

1. The High Priest alone could enter the Holy of 
HoYiea in the Tabernacle ; the supreme administration 
of sacred tbiDga was confided tobim; bia d^dsioTL in all 
disputes was Snal. He held Ms' of^ee vmtW \xftaX\^ \fi 
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do SO; either from age, or the commission of crime. After 
the Tabernacle was finished, Moses anointed Aaron to 
be high priest, and his sons to be priests. The gar- 
ments of the mgh priest were peculiar ; among which 
may be mentioned the Breast Hate, which was a piece 
of rich embroidery, about ten inches square, with twelve 
jewels set in gold, four in a row, on which were en- 
graved the names of the Twelve Tribes of Israel. The 
Urim and Thummim, also connected with the Breast 
Plate, was a miraculous ornament worn by the high 
priest when he went into the Holy of Holies to consult 
God on special occasions, and by which, in a manner 
unknown to us, he was enabled to understand the Divine 
will. 

Note 1,— Subsequent history qf the High Priesthood.— Atbex the 
death of Aaron, Eleazar* became high inriest, to whom succeeded 
Phinehas, and afterwards others, according to primograiiture. 
After the death of Hophni and Phinehas, sons of Eli, the of&ce 
passed to the family of Ithamar ; but in the reign of Solomon it 
was again in that of Eleazar (1 Kings ii. 35 ; 1 Chron. vi. 8), and 
so the snocession continued (except during the Captivify, when the 
high priest api)ear8 to have been appointed by election) until the 
time of Antiochus Epiphanes. Alexander the Great (B.C. 152) 
assigned the office to Jonathan, of the class of Jehoiarib (1 Mace. 
X. 18-20) ; and the people afterwards gave it, together with the 
dignity of prineet to Simon, the brother of Jonathan (1 Mace. xiv. 
36-47). In this family it remained until the time of Herod, who 
set up and d^>06ed high priests at his pleasure. The disorda:s then 
introduced were perpetuated under the Romans, who at length 
overthrew the whole Jewish i)olity, and finally destroyed the 
Temple. — Riddle's Scripture History, 

Note II. — Some, among whom are Michaelis, Jafan, GFesenius, 
and others, suppose the Urim and Thummim to have consisted of 
three precious stones, one of which, by some peculiar appearance, 
indicated Yes, the other No, while the third implied that the answer 
was neutral (Cf. Ex. xxv. 9, xxxix. 10: Lev. viii. 8; with 
Ex. xxviii. 30 ; Num. xxvii. 21 ; 1 Sam. xxiii. 11, 12, xxviii. 6 ; 
2 Sam. ii. 1.— See also, Deut. xxxiii. 8; Ezra ii. 63; Neh. yii. 65). 
Scripture presraits no trace of the existence of the Urim and 
Thummim after the death of David. 

2. The Priests were exclusively of the family of 
Aaron, while the descendants of Moses were among the 
ordinary Levites. They served at the Altar j prepared 
the victim, and offered sacrifices ; kept up a perpetual 
fire on the Altar, and in the lamps of the golden candle- 
stick. They also judged, instructed, and offered up 
prayers for the people. Every T^nast ^^a ^<&^a^»:i^^ \s^ 
establish his descent fiom. AlOiotl •, \i\a ^^'^^^-^^^^ 
personal blemish was also nec^sa^rj. Ks»^^^»^ ^*^ 
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Abihu had been destroyed for offering strange fire before 
the Lord, the two other sons of Aaron^ Meazar and 
Ithamar, formed the first link after Aaron in the line 
of priests. Their descendants became so numerous that 
David distributed them into twenty-four orders, sixteen 
of the family of Eleazar, and eight of that of Ithamar 
(1 Chron. xxiv. 3-19). The several orders served the 
priests' office in weekly rotation (see St. Luke i. 5, the 
course or order of Abia). 

8. The Levites were the descendants of Levi; the family 
of Aaron, which comprised the priests, being excluded. 
They were divided into three families, the Sershonites, 
Kohathites, and Merarites ; to each family of which 
distinct duties were assigned. The duty of the Ger- 
shonites was to carry tne veils and curtains of the 
Tabernacle; that of the Kohathites, to carry the Ark 
and sacred vessels during the marches of the Israelites ; 
while the Merarites had uie charge of the boards, pillars, 
and sockets of the Tabernacle. The age, during which 
they were required to discharge the more onerous parts 
of their duty, was from thirty to fifty. In later times 
they entered on their office as early as the age of twenty. 

NoTB. — The office of the Levites was, in general, to perform 
everything in the Tabernacle (or Temple) which was not especially 
assigned to the priests ; except those lowest services which belonged 
to the Nethinim. It was their duty to watch over the sacred 
edifice, to keep it clean, to close it in the evening, to open it in 
the morning, and to preserve order in the comt ; to their care 
were entrusted the stores of flour, wine, oil, incense, &c. reqnired 
for use in public worship. Under David, and in the Temple, they 
were employed as singers, and players on musical instruments. 

4. The Nethinim. The Levites themselves were 
assisted by certain servants, consisting partly of persons 
voluntarily dedicated to this service (Lev. xxviL 1-8); 
partly of some of the conquered Canaanites, as the 
Gibeonites (Josh. ix. 23-27) ; and afterwards of persons 
presented and set apart for this work by David, Solomon, 
and others (Ezra viii. 20) ; hence their name Nethinim 
(= devoted, or presented). They performed the more 
servile work of the Tabernacle, such as carrying wood, 
and drawing water. 

IfoTE.— In the time of Moses the name NeViinim was applied to 
tho Leritee tbemselvea (Num. iii. 9, vlU. K>-lft). After the Captivity 
iJje offloe of these Nethinim was regarded aa a v^ ^"^ ^oxvvvca 
r^Veb. X, 28, 29), 
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The Sabbatical Year (Lev. xxv. 1-7). 

This, and the Year of Jubilee (see below), were more 
of a civil than a religious character. As the Sabbath 
was a day of rest to man and beast every seventh day, 
so was the Sabbatical Year a year of rest to the land. 
During this time it was uncultivated, and its spontaneous 
produce was to be einoyed by the masters, servants, 
strangers, and cattle. It took place every seventh year ; 
and to compensate for it, God promised to bless every 
sixth year with a superabundant crop to carry the people 
through the Sabbatical Year. It was also the year of 
release, there being a remission from slavery, and of all 
debts from one firaelite to another. On the Feast of 
Tabernacles in the Sabbatical Year there was to be a 
public readingof the Law. — See under 'Law and Song 
of MoseSy in Deuteronomy. 

Note.— To the obeermnce of the Sabbatical Year, as far as it 
related to the non-cnltivation of the land, a special promise of a 
plentiful crop on the sixth year was annexed ; but the observance 
was neglected almost from the accession of Sanl to the Captivity — 
during nearly 490 years— a neglect which is marked as one of the 
national sins which the Captivity was designed to punish. The 
duration of the Captivity (seventjf years) appears to be pointed out 
as corresponding to the number of sabbatical years which had been 
profaned (2 Chron. xxxvi. 21).— Riddle's Scripture History, 

The Year of Jubilee (Lev. xxv. s-ie). 

This was a grand Sabbatical Year evenr 50th year, 
and began on the Day of Atonement, the 10th of Tizri. 
It derived its name from the Hebrew word Jobel (= the 
blast of a trumpet) ; being proclaimed throughout the 
whole land by the sound of trumpets (Lev. xxv. 9). It 
was a year of rest to all the land ; all debts were can- 
celled; all slaves freed; all estates reverted to their 
original owners, except houses in waUed towns. The 
design of the year of Jubilee was to prevent the per- 
petual slavery of the poor, and the accumulation of lands 
by the rich, and to preserve the possessions of the re- 
spective tribes. Dunng" this year, the land was to lie 
fallow, as in the Sabbatical Year. The typical intimation 
is pointed out by Isaiah*. 'H^a V'aa ^'ecA.xaaV^'^^s^'^sc^Si 
ibroien-liearted, to proclaim \i\i«t\;^ \i^ ^^ sjjs^'^^ * '«sSi. 
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the opening of the prison to them that are bound ; to 
proclmm the acceptable year of the Lord.' (Isa. Ixi. 
1, 2.) Here^ the * acceptable year of the Lord ' is the 
Gospel Dispensation (pt Luke iv. 19), under which is 
proclaimed spiritual liberty from the bondage of sin and 
Satan ; and the liberty of returning to our own posses- 
sion, the heayenly inheritance, which we had forfeited 
through sin. 

KOTB I.— Some maintain that it was kept in the 49th year, the 
fautyear of the seventh week of yean ; grponding their opinion npon 
Lev. zxv. 8. 

Note n.— Oahnet makes the Year of Jubilee to commence on the 
let of Tizri (Feast of Trumpets) : * that the first nine days were 
spent in festivity, during which no one worked, and every one put 
a crown of gold upon his bead. On the tenth, which was the Day 
of Atonement, the Sanhedrim ordered the trumpets to sound, am 
instantly the slaves were declared free, and the lands returned to 
their hereditary owners.'— See further in Oalmet, under * JvbiUe,* 
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Origin of Name— Period comprised. 

This book received its name from containing an ac- 
count of the numhering and mustering of the Israelites 
previous to leaving their station at Mount Sinai. 

It comprises a period of nearlv 89 years : from leaving 
Sinai; B.C. 1490, to their arrival in the plains of Moab, 
B.C. 1451. From Num. xxxvi. 13, it would appear that 
Moses penned it in the plains of Moab. 

Contents. 

It describes chiefly — 

(1^ The numbering of the Israelites. 

(2) The appointment of the Levites to the service of 
the Tabernacle. — See under * SinaV in Exodus. 
yS) The institution of certain ceiemomea, &c. 
(^J The maTcbiDg to the land of Moab. 
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Numbering the people, B.C. 1490 

(Num. L). 

Just before the departure from Mount Sinai, Moses, at 
the command of Goa, numbered the twelve tribes, and 
found the number to oe 603,550 men above 20 years of 
age, fit for war, exclusive of the L^vites. 

Note I.— The Census of b.c. 1490 :— 



Benben . . . 


. . 46,600^ 


Simeon . . , 


. 59,300 


Gad . . . 


, . 45,650 


Judah . . 


. . 74,600 


Issachar. . 


, . 54,400 


Zebnlon . . . 


. 57,400 


Manaaaeh • , 


, . 82,200 


Ephraim . 


. . 40,500 


Benjamin . 


. . 35,400 


Dan . . . . 


, . 62,700 


Aaber . . , 


. . 41,500 


Kaphtali . 


. . 53,400, 



^ =603,550 



Note II. — ^In this censns no toomen were reckoned, nor children, 
nor strangers, nor minors, nor old men, nor, as above, the Levites ; 
which, collectiYely, mnst have formed an immense multitude. The 
Levites alone amounted to 22,000 men.— See also ' Second Census * 
at end of Numbers. 

Gontmuation of Wanderings. 

Second Roittb. — Sinai to Kadesh-Baenea. 

Principal Stations, 
Sinai (Num. x.). — ^While they were at Sinai, it 
pleased Qod to appoint the Levites to attend his imme- 
diate service in the stead of the first-bom. The reason 
generally assigned, is on account of the extraordinary 
zeal this tribe displayed in punishing the idolaters in 
the case of the golden calf. At the beginning of the 
progress from Sinai, Moses persuaded Hobab, his father^ 
m-law, to remain with them as a guide, as he was well 
acquainted with the country they were entering upon ; 
and it is supposed that he comphed with their request, 
as we find traces of his descendants among the Israelites 
in later portions of their history. — See Judges i. 16, 
iv. 11; 1 Chron. ii. 63; 2 Kings x. 15, 23; also 
Bhmt^s Undesigned Coincidences^ pt. I. sec. xxii. 

Note I.— When God mkacnlonaVj eiea\.xo-soaL ^Kt >3Dfe^a:^P«^'c«^'^ 
the Egyptians (Ex, xii. 29), He wgaaNd. XXxoefe ^1 '<Joa^sE»^^s» 
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and in commemoration of that event He decreed that all the jfr<^ 
bom should be set apart unto Himself. — Ba^tter, 

Note II. — Heber the Eenite, whose wife, Jael, put Sisefa to 
death, was the son of Hobab. After the manner of their Midianite 
ancestors, the Eenites lived in tents instead of houses. They were 
the prog^tors of the Rechabites (1 Chron. ii. 55). 

Taberah (= a burning), Num. xi. 1-3. — The people 
murmured here against the fatigues of their journey, 
and were punished by fire from heaven, which was only 
quenched oy the prayers of Moses. 

Note. — The indulgence allowed to their weakness on their 
departure from Egypt, is no longer conceded to them after the train- 
ing and organisation they had undergone, and after the further 
opportunities afforded them of understanding their relation to the 
Lord, and of knowing his care, his bounty, his power, and his 
judgments. All murmurings b^ore they came to Sinai were 
passed over, or merely rebt&ed ; all murmurings and rebellions 
qfter Sinai bring down punislunent and doom,— Kitto. 

Kibroth-Hattaavah (= graves of lust), Num. xi. 
4-35. — ^After leaving Taberah the Israelites were weary 
of manna, and murmured for flesh. They had quailfl 
sent, but were punished by a plague. 

Moses foimd so much difHculty in managing the 
people, that God allowed him to select seventy elders to 
assist him in the government This was of a superior 
character to that recommended by Jethro (see under 
'JRephidim*), and is supposed by some to have been the 
origin of the great national Council of the Jews, called 
in future time the Sanhedrim. But the more generally 
received opinion is, that it took its rise in the time of 
the Maccabees, after the return from the Babylonish 
Captivity, when it consisted of seventy, or seventy-ttooj 
members. The hi^h priest was considered the presi- 
dent of the Council, and for his assistance there were 
two vice-presidents, while the main body waa composed 
of the chief priests, elders, and scribes. 

Hazeroth (Num. xii.). — Upon their arrival here, 
Aai*on and Miriam murmured at Moses for having mar- 
ried an Ethiopian woman (Num. xii. 1), supposed by 
some to mean Zipporah. Consequently the Lord sum- 
moned Moses, Aaron, and Miriam, to the door of the 
T/ihemfic\e, Miriam was struck with leprosy and ex- 

pelled the camp; Aaron repented; and^imwa.'waaafter- 

^*tTds pardoned by Moses* prayer. 
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Kadesh-Babnea (Num. xiii.). — The people were now 
at the borders of the land of Canaan. Moses sent twelve 
men; one from each tribe, to search the land and report 
upon its fertility, &c. After an absence of 40 days they 
returned, and gave a flattering account of the soil and 
productions ; but ten of them gave such fearful accounts 
of the stature of the inhabitants, that they refused to 
march against it, and murmured at Moses and at God. 
They also proposed to elect a captain to conduct them 
bacK to Egypt, and threatened to stone Joshua and 
Caleb, the two faithful spies, for not seconding them. 
For this wickedness God destroyed the ten rebellious 
spies by a plague, and condemned the Israelites to 
wander for 40 years in the wilderness (i.e. for 38 years 
longer), till all above 20 years of age (amoimting to up- 
wards of 600,000 fit for war) should be dead. Tins 
event happened in the second year, between 16 and 17 
months Mter leaving Egypt. Notwithstandiug this, the 
Israelites perversely advanced upon the Promised Land, 
contrary to God*s command, and were smitten by the 
AmaleKites and Canaanites, which is the first instance 
of the Israelites engaging in battle with other nations. 

Note. — * It has been thought by some, that there were two several 
places called Kadesh ; one to the north of the peninsula of Sinai, 
about midway between the Mediterranean and the Dead Sea, 
ahnoet on the borders of the Promised Land, at which the Israelites 
first encamped ; and another whex^ they encamped at the close of 
their wanderings, more to the east, in the immediate' vicinity of 
Mount Hor. But it is more probable that there was only one place 
so called, and that the latter was its true Bitnation,— Riddle. 

History of 38 years' Wanderings. 

Concerning the history of the Israelites during this 
long period of wandering, and even concerning the 
localities which they occupied, we find but a very brief 
notice in Scripture. — RiddUs Scripture History, 

The following are the most important features in this 
period : — 

(1) Some more laws were promulgated. 

(2) The rebellion of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram 

broke out. 
(3) The Divine rati^catioiv oi k»xci\;:^«wi.'5^^Ns^^S&^^^' 
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The rebellion of Korah^ Dathan, 
and Abiram, B.C. 1471 (Num. xvi.). 

This rebellion may be explained from the circum- 
stance, that Korah was of the tribe of Levi^ and a 
chief of the family of Kohath, Levi's second son, and 
the most nearly related to Aaron. He was engaged in 
the Holy of Holies, and in carrying the Arkj and 
therefore, among the Levites, was next in sacredness 
of functions to Aaron and his sons. He aspired to 
the priesthood. — Dathan and Abiram were descendants 
of Keuhen the Jirdbcyrn of Jacob, and, as chiefs, might 
naturally have conceived themselves to have been 
better entitled to pre-eminence in temporal power 
than Moses, a descendant of Levi, the third son of 
Jacob. Their punishment was this: Korah (see below. 
Note n.) and the 260 men of his party who pre- 
sumed to offer incense, were consumed by fire; while 
Dathan, Abiram, and their company were swallowed up 
in the earth. 

Note I.— From Num. rvi. 82, and Num. xxvl. 10, it might 
be inferred that Korah cmd his family were visited with the same 
punishment which was inflicted upon Dathan, Abiram, and their 
company; but upon reference to Num. zxvi. 11. we read * th<U 
the children of Korah died not.* On a closer inspection, however, of 
Num. xvl. 27, we shall find that the sons and the UtUe ones of 
Dathan and Abiram alone are mentioned. There is no allusion to 
the children of Korah : they therefore probably, either not con- 
senting to their father's cr&ne, or speedily reputing, were pre- 
served when he was cut ofH ; while it appears tlutt those of Datlum 
and Abiram perished with their fathers. — Bagster. 

Note II. — The Samaritan text does not intimate that Korah was 
swallowed up, but that he was burnt, as appears to have been the 
fact; and tiie Fsahnist also (Ps. cvi. 17) only mentions Dathan 
and Abiram as having been stDalloieed up. The Samaritan text 
has — ' And the earth swallowed them up, what time that company 
died ; and the fire devoured Korah with the 250 men, who became 
a sign ;' with which Finnock (Anal. Scrip. Hist.) agrees. Biddle 
(Scrip, Hist.), Wheeler (Anal. Old Test.), and Calmet (see under 
* Korah'), however, infer that Korah was swallowed up with the 
rest. — See also Blunt's Undesigned Coincidences, pt. I. sec. xx. 

The Divine ratification of Aaron's 
sBeeiAoial ofiice. 

After the punishment attending t\ie T^"beUioTi. of 
JCorah, Dathan, and Ahiram, the coiigteg;a.^oxL m\a- 
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mured at the destruction of the rebels. For this God 
sent a plague among them^ which carried off 14,700 
men (Num. xvL 41-60). 

Then, at the direction of God^ a prince of each tribe 
cut a rod from a tree, and wrote upon each the name of 
the tribe it represented ; Aaron writing his name upon 
the rod for the tribe of Levi. These twelve rods were 
laid up in the Tabernacle for one night, that it might be 
distinctly seen by all, who it was that the Lord ^ould 
choose as his high priest : 'The man's rod whom I shall 
choose shall blossom/ On the morrow, when they were 
brought forth, the rod of Aaron had blossomed, budded, 
and brought forth almonds ; while all the others were 
barren. Moses was then ordered to la^ it up in the Ark, 
as a memorial of the election of the family of Aaron to 
the priesthood (Num. xvii.). 

NOTB.— ThlB fact was so unquestionably miraculous, that no 
doubt could remain on the minds of the people, or the envious 
chiefo, of the Bivine appointment of Aaron. A sceptre or staff of 
office resuming its yegetative life was considered an absolute impos- 
sildlity among the ancients ; and as they were accustomed to swear 
by their sceptres, this circumstance was added to establish and 
confirm the oath. A remarkable instance of this we have in 
Homer, where AchiUes, in his rage against Agamemnon, swears, 
( By this sceptre, which shall never bud, nor boughs bring forth, 
nor yet grow green again, since having left its trunk on the moun- 
tains.*— Aify^^er. 

Having compassed the land of Seir and Edom for 37 
years (i,e, the 39th of the Wanderings), they returned 
to Xadesh'Bamea, in the 1st month of the 40th year 
after their departure out of Egypt, B.C. 1451. — Bagster's 
Uo, Bible : Middle^ s Scripture JEListory, 

Wanderings continaed. 

Third RoTTTB. — Kadbsh to Riveb Jordan. 
PHncip<d Stations, 

Kadesh-Babuba (Num. xx.). — Here Miriam died, 
and was buried ; after which the people murmured for 
water, and Moses was commanded to speak to the rock, 
to obtain a supply ; but, through impatience^ he «<rwife 
the Tock twice with Aaion'a lo^, waSL^et?^"^ ^\»>£sx'^^ 
the required supply. *Heai ucyw, -^^ ik^^w^^-j '«^^^'^'* 
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fetch you water out of this rock ? ' For this, both Moses 
and Aaron were debarred from entering the land of 
Canaan. (Compare Num. xx. 8-12; Deut. xxxii. 5, 
and Ps. cvi. 32.) The people in their march had been 
commanded not to disturb the possessions ^of their 
brethren/ viz., the children of Edom, descendants of 
Esau; the Moabites and Ammonites, descendants of 
Lot; or the Midianites, being descendants of Midian, 
a son of Abraham by Keturah. Consequently Moses 
requested a peaceable passage through the land of the 
King of Edom, but was refused, and the people were 
compelled to take a tedious journey round his territory, 
which caused considerable dissatisfaction. They there- 
fore moved forward and arrived at Mount Hor. 

Note I.r— Eusebins informs ns that the tomb of Miriam, in his 
time, was to be seen at Kadesh, near the city Petra, which was near 
Mount Hor, on the borders of the desert of Zin. — See Note to 
Josephus, Antiq. lib. iv. cap. 4. 

Stanley, in his ' Sinai and Palestine* regards Kadesh as nearly, if 
not qnite, identical with Petra. Dr. Hales and others, however, 
consider Kadesh and Kadesh-Bamea to be the same place. 

Note II.— A similar miracle of bringing water from a rock 
occurred in Horeb, at Meribah or Massah, near Bephidim.— See First 
Boate, ' Mephidim,' in Exodus. 

Mount Hob (Num. xx, 22-29). — Attended by Moses 
and Eleazar, Aaron ascended the mount. Eleazar was 
invested by Moses with the sacerdotal robes of his father 
Aaron, whom he succeeded in the high priesthood. 
Aaron died immediately afterwards, at the age of 123 
years, B.C. 1451. Some, however, assign B.C. 1458 as 
the date. 

NoTB. — ^At the summit of the mount, which is still called by the 
Arabs Jebel Aaroun, i.e. Aaron's Mount, is Aaron's tomb, which is 
held in great veneration by the Arabs. When -visited by Mr. L^h, 
it was attended by a crippled Arab, upwards of 80 years of age, 
who conducted them into a small white building which contains 
the tomb of Aaron. The monument is of stone, about three feet 
high ; and round the chamber where it stood were suspended 
b^s, &c., the votive offerings of the devotees. — MacmichaeVs 
Journey. 

After the death of Aaron the people proceeded to- 
wards Zalmonah, and arrived at Hormah. 

HoRMAH (= utter destruction). Num. xxi. 1-9, — Here 
tAey- encountered the Canaanitea (undet their King 
■^^-TAdJ^ whom they defeated, and destroyed t\ie\i e\\l\^^. 
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But the people murmured on account of the length of 
their journey^ and also from want of better food than 
manna. For this they were plagued with fiery serpents, 
but upon their repentance Moses, by God's command, 
made a brazen serpent and fixed it upon a pole, that 
every sufferer who should look upon it might be healed. 

NOTB. — This brazen sesrpent was kept for many years till the 
people b^an to worship it, in consequence of which it was destroyed 
by HezekJah (2 Kings xviii 4). 

It is also subsequently mentioned by our Saviour as a type of His 
Crucifixion, when conversing with Nicodemns : — ' And as Moees 
lift^ up the serpent in the wilderness, even so most the Son of 
man be lifted up ' (St. John iii. 14). 

Further Wanderings. 

HOBMAH TO BbTHPEOR. 

Having passed through several districts, they at last 
reached the couijtry of Moab, where Moses (as previously 
in the case of the King of Edom^ requested a passage 
through his territory, but was refused, as he was aUo 
by the Amorites, the King of whom, Sihon, attacked the 
Israelites, who defeated and slew him and possessed his 
territory. Og, the King of Bashan (east of Sea of Gali- 
lee), coming out against the Israelites, was also de- 
stroyed; his land also fell into the possession of Israel. 

This expedition required a march of some 60 miles 
north from Heshbon; on their return, they took up their 
final station at Bethpeor, in the. Plains of Moab; over 
against Jericho. 

Plains of Moab. 

Balak and Balaam. 
The King of Moab, hearing of the success of the 
Israelites over the Amorites, formed an alliance with 
Midian, and sent for Balaam, a Gentile prophet or seer 
of Edom, to curse them. This, however, failing, at the 
advice of Balaam they seduced the Israelites mto im- 
purity and idolatry; in consequence of which 24,000 
were smitten with a plague and died. God now com- 
manded Moses to extirpate the Midianites : each tribe 
having sent 1,000 menj they marched a^inat thftxsa. *si^ 
utterly discomfited them, 'Ba\.«2k. MA^Bsk^"»aBccL\5?s«^^ 
the slain (Num. xxxi. 8). 
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Note I.— In Num. zxii. 17 we are informed that Balak said to Ba- 
laam, ' Come therefore, I pray thee, curse me this people.* An erro- 
neous opinion prevailed, both then and afterwards, that some men 
had the power, by the help of their gods, to devote, not only -pax- 
ticnlar persons, but cities and whole armies to destruction. This 
they are said to have done sometimes by words of imprecation ; of 
which there was a set form among some people, which ^Sischines (a 
disciple of Socrates— flourished b.o. 850) calls ' ^determinate curse,* 
Macrobius (a Latin writer of the fifth century) has a whole chapter 
on this subject. He gives us two of the ancient forma used in refe- 
rence to the destruction of Carthage ; the first, which was cnly 
pronounced by the dictator or general, was to call over the protect- 
ing deities to their side ; and the other, to devote the city co destmo* 
tion which they were supposed to have abandoned. The Bomans 
held that no city could be taken till its tutelary god had forsaken 
it ; or if it could be taken, it would be unlawful, as it would be saori- 
lege to lead the gods into captivity. 

Note II. — Balaam is alluded to by St. Jude (ver. 11), where false 
teachers are accused of * running greedily after the error of Balaam 
for reward ; ' that is, corrupting the doctrine of Christ for m<mey. 
St. Peter also says the same (2 Peter ii. 15). 

NoTB III.— For the services rendered byPhlnehas.thesonof Elea- 
zar, and grandson of Aaron, upon the occasion of the seduction of 
the Israelites by the Moabites (see Num. xxv. 7-13), God made with 
him the * covenant of an everlasting priesthood.' This, however, 
must be taken in a Limited sense, for after a few successions, the 
priesthood came for a time into the family of Ithamar, Aaron's 
youngest son, in the person of Eli, b c. 1157. But in the time 
of Solomon it again reverted to, and continued in, the family of 
Phinehas as long as the priesthood lasted. 

As to the reason of this interruption Scripture is silent ; though 
it is highly probable that the line of Eleazar was set aside for a few 
years for some great sin.— (See note to Phinehas, under ' Genealogff 
of Levi ' in Exodus.) 

Note rV. — Balaam* s Prophecy. — ^Afta: Balak had vainly attempted 
to persuade Balaam to curse the Israelites, we find, that, instead dt a 
curse being pronounced upon them, Balaam blessed them, and 
uttered the prediction ofthe coming of the Messiah in the following 
words : * I shall see him, but not now : I shall behold him, but not. 
nigh : there shall come a Star out of Jacob, and a Sceptre shall rise 
out of Israel, and shall smite the comers of Moab, and destroy all 
the children of Sheth ' (Num. xxiv. 17). 



The Second Census, B.C. 1451 

(Num. xxvi.). 

The people were now on the banks of the Jordan^ and 
Moses and Eleazar, by divine command^ numbered the 
people from 20 years old and upwards. The following 
comparative statement will show how much some of the 
tribes had. increased, and others diminished, since the 
,/^s^ cenaua was taken upon leaving Sixini. 
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Censits op B.C. 1491 
(Num. i.). 



Keuben 
Simeon 
Gad . 
Judah . 
Issachar 
Zebulon 
Manasseh 
Ephraim 
Benjamin 
Pan . 
Asher . 
Naphtali 



46,500 
59,300 
45,650 
74,600 
54,40Q 
57,400 
32,200 
40,500 
35,400 
62,700 
41,500 
53,400 



Census op b.c. 1451 
(Num. xxvi.). 

43,730 T 

22,200 

40,500 

76,500 

64,300 
1=603,550 60,500 
^fitforwar. 52,700 

32,500 

45,600 

64,400 

53,400 

45,400 J 



^ = 601,730 
fit for war. 



Thus, we find the following increase and decrease in 
the several tribes : — 



1 K. 


. . 2,770 decrease. 


7 M.. . 


20,500 increase. 


2 S. 


. . 37,100 decrectse. 


8 E. . . 


8,000 decrease. 


3 G. 


. . 5,150 decrease. 


9 B. . 


. 10,200 increase. 


4 J. 


. . 1,900 increase. 


10 D. . . 


1,700 increase. 


5 I. 


. . 9,900 increase. 


11 A.. 


. 11,900 increaae. 


6 Z. 


. . 3,100 increajje. 


12 N. . 


, 8,000 decrease. 




Decrease in all . 


• • 


. 61,020 




Total increase 


• • 


. 59,200 



Decrease in 40 years 



1,820 



NOTB I. — The immense decrease of the tribe of Simeon (no less 
than 37,100) renders it highly probable that, inflnenced by the bad 
example of Zimri, the Simeonites had been peculiarly criminal in 
the late wickedness ; and that multitudes of them had died of the 
plague (see Num. xxy.). It is also remarkable that Moses (in 
Dent, xxxiii.) bestows no blessing ui)on this tribe. —Bagster ; see 
also Blunfs Undetigned Coincidences, pt. I., see. xxv. 

Note II.— Joshua and Caleb were the only two, among this gene- 
ration, who were in the first census taken at Mount Sinai ; all the 
rest had died, as God had decreed. Moses was n.Q^ isvi<3!rc&s& <;^\!&s^ 
approaching death ; and appo\B\j^ 3vy^\x& %a ^sa «QRK«»sst. v::scssss^« 
xxvii. 12-23). 
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Six Cities of Refuge (Num. xxxv.). 

Moses appointed 48 cities to the Leyites instead of 
any portion of the territory. Six of these were to be 
Cities of Refuse. As the kinsman had a right to avenge 
the death of his relation, by slaying the muiderer wher- 
ever he found him, the appointment of these cities was 
a humane institution ; for they were designed only for 
the protection of those who had committed murder 
acddentally. On entering the city of refuge, the man- 
slayer was tried at, or near, the place where the deceased 
had been slain, and, if found guilty, was put to death \ 
but if adjudged innocent, he was conveyed back to the 
city of refuge, where he was protected till the death 
of the high priest, when the public loss, and the grief 
occasioned by it, might be supposed to swallow up all 
personal regrets and resentments ; and then he was per- 
mitted to return to his house and estate. 

NoTB. — The region east of Jordan was nearly as long as that on 
the west of that river ; and therefore three cities were appointed in 
each division— yi2., B^ser, Bamoth-Gilead, and Grolan on the east ;. 
and Kedesh, Shechem, and Hebron on the west. One or other of 
these cities would be within half a day's journey of every part of 
the land ; and as it would rarely happen that the avenger of blood . 
would be on the spot, and none had a right to assanlt or detain the 
manslayer, at least if no malicious intention was manifest, the 
unhappy men would therefore get the start of their adversaries, 
and very few of them be overtaken before they gained the place of 
refuge. But then they must forsake their families, employments, 
most important interests, and dearest comforts ; and they must 
neither loiter, nor yield to weariness, nor regard diflBcultles, nor 
slacken their pace, till they had got safe within the walls of the 
city. The Jewish writers inform us, that to afford every facility to 
those who had fled for their life, the road to these cities was always 
preserved in good repair, and way-posts, upon which was inscribed 
* Refuge,' were placed wherever needful, that they might not so 
much as hesitate for a moment. — Bagster, 

Book of the Wars of the Lord. 

In Num. xxi. 14, Moses makes allusion to ' the hook 
of the Wars of the Lord^ concerning which there are 
many opinions ; many suppose — 

(1) That it was an authentic work of the Amorites, 
containing the history of the wars in those 
parts, 
(^) That it was either JSTumbexs, JoaliMa, ot 3\i^i:^. 
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(3) That it was the narrative of the wars in the 135th 

and 136th Psalms. 

(4) Dr. Lightfoot imagines it to be a book written by 

Moses, giving private directions to Joshua how 
to proceed in the wars of the Lord, when he 
conquered Canaan. He supposes that refer- 
ence is made to it in Ex. xvii. 14, where the 
following occurs, * Write this for a memorial in 
a book, and rehearse it in the ears of Joshua.' 



DEUTERONOMY. 



Origin of Name— Period comprised. 

This is the last book of the Pentateuch, and takes its 
name from two Greek words, denoting the * repetition of 
the Law,* made by Moses to the new generation of 
Israelites. 

It comprises a period of about six weeks. (b.c. 1451.) 

Authorship. 

It is commonly presumed to have been written by 
Moses himself, with the exception of the last four chapters, 
which narrate the closing events in the lire of the great 
lawgiver in a biograpliical, and not in an atdohiographical 
spint. It is pretty certain that the last chapter, relating 
to the death and burial of Moses, was written by Joshua 
or ISamuel, or by some prophet that succeeded him. 
Ezra is thought to have added some explanatory matter^ 
and to have changed the more ancient names for those 
known at his time. Some think that the last chapter 
of Deuteronomy anciently formed the Jirst chapter of 
Joshua. 

Contents. 

It contains — 

(1) A recital of the promises of God, with a brief r^ 

capitulation oi tli© ^-wiet^ \k^<5t:^ ^s^^^sNi^ 

the previous "books. 



xsv. 
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(2) A repetition of the most important parts of the 
Law; with such additions and alterations as 
their change of circumstances required. 

3) The commission of Joshua to be military leader. 

4) The concluding days of Moses. 

Christ predicted in Deuteronomy. 

After exhorting the Israelites to be obedient to the 
commands of God, Moses uttered a most remarkable 
prediction of Christ : — 

' The Lord thy God will raise up unto thee a prophet 
from the midst of thee, of thy brethren, like unto me j 
imto him ye shall hearken * (Deut. xviii. 15, 18). 

This is expressly applied to Jesus by St. Peter, in his 
sermon which he preached after healmg the lame man 
at the Beautiful Gate of the Temple (Acts iii. 22). 

The Law, and Song of Moses. 

When the Israelites should have entered Canaan, they 
were commissioned to engrave the Law upon stone 
pillars, and set them up on Mount Ebal. The Book of 
the Law was then deuvered to the Levites, for whom 
Moses had written it, commanding them to place it in 
the side of the Ark of the Covenant, and to read it every 
seventh or Sabbatical year in the Feast of Taberottcles. 
After this he wrote the memorable ' Song,' which was 
to be * taught to all Israel,' and which portrayed their 
perverseness, their future disobedience and punishment, 
repentance and paidon (Deut. xxxii.). 

Death of Moses, B.C. 1451 (Aged 120 

years). Deut. xxxiv. 5. 

After blessing the people, and viewing from Mount 

Nebo the land of Canaan, which he was not permitted 

to enter, Moses died, and was buried by God * in a valley 

in the land of Moab, over against Bethpeor.' From the 

9th verse of the Epistle of St. Jude, it has been supposed 

that he was buried by the ministry of angels, and the 

place ofhia "bvinsX concealed, lest it should be converted 

into an object of idoJatrous worsliip, aa t\ve "Biax^n. Ser- 

pent had been. 
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NoTB. — It is probable that the reason why Moses was thus pri- 
vately buried was, lest the Israelites, prone to idolatry, should pay 
him divine honours. Almost all the gods of antiquity were deified 
men— great lawgivers, eminent itatenneiif or victorious generals, — 
Bagster, 

Moses a type of Christ. 

(1) Christ delivers his 
people from the bondage 
of Satan. 

(2) The Gospel is for 
our eternal happiness. 



(1) As a leader^ he de- 
livered the Israelites from 
Egrptian slavery. 

(2) As a legislator^ he 
gave them laws for their 
comfort and well-being. 

(3) Moses foreshowed 
the promised land. 



(3) Christ points out 
the heavenly Canaan. 



Miracles performed during the 
Wanderings. 

1. The bitter toaters of Marah made sweet by Moses 
casting a tree into them (Ex. xv. 25). 

2. Quaih and Manna were sent to the Israelites^ with 
which they were fed during the forty years they were 
in the Wilderness (Ex. xvi.). 

3. Moses procured water from a rock in Horeb, when 
the people were encamped at Rephidim (Ex. xvii.). 

4. Victory obtained over the Amalemtes by Moses 
holding up his hands (Ex. xvii.). 
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